
W9GKA 11-07 note: 

 

The following letter from W9XA and the proposed rover rules of the VUAC is the outgrowth of 

much discussion at the ARRL division level.  Central division ARRL Director, Dick W9GIG (a 

SMC member) appointed Kermit W9XA (another SMC member) to the VUAC to consider various 

changes VHF rules.  A reflector was set up in early 2007 to solicit comments from all ARRL 

members in the Central Division. VHF ops from many clubs in the Central Division, including the 

SMC, Badgers, and others, participated in the exchange of ideas on this reflector. After much 

discussion, many recommendations were made to Kermit from that reflector.  The VUAC then 

developed the following recommendations in 10-07, which was circulated by Kermit in the 

following letter on 10-15-07.   

 

W9GIG and W9XA are to be congratulated for the level of input requested from the VHF 

community and the general degree of openness in the decision-making process in this round of 

proposed VHF rules revisions.   

 



 

Date: Mon, 15 Oct 2007 00:15:38 -0700 (PDT) 

From: "Kermit Carlson" <w9xa@yahoo.com> 

To: "ARRL Cent Div VHF Topics for VUAC" <centdivvhftopics@w9fz.com> 

Subject: [Centdivvhftopics] Copy of the New Rover Rules de W9XA 

 

 

Hello All -  

Thank you for your participation and interest in the discussion on 

the proposed changes to the Rover Rules for the ARRL VHF Contests. 

Included below are the recommended changes.  Please be aware that these recommendations 

are just that -and- that there are more steps in the 

process before the changes to rules are adopted.  

  

These recommendations are the result of several months effort by 

the VUAC. Please note that in the arena of VHF contesting there has 

arisen several distinct profiles of Contest Rover operation. It was 

a paradigm of the decision making process to not dissuade any particular 

profile of operation in favor of another and instead adopt rules that would 

increase overall participation. 

  

As a synopsis you will note that is has been recommended  

that there will be three Rover categories which are the Rover, 

Limited Rover and Unlimited Rover class.  

  

The Limited Rover has been recommended to be added as a 

class to allow entry level competition with the limit of up to any four 

bands of the operator's choosing.         

  

The use of APRS, and the use of drivers by all classes 

of rovers was adopted in the recommendation. There will be a limit of 

100 contacts between any two Rovers that operate in the Rover 

or Limited Rover Class, this 100-contact limitation will not exist in the 

Unlimited Rover Class. 

  

The unlimited rover class will basically allow for grid circling, more than 

two operators and not transporting all equipment but scores from this class will 

not count in club competition scores,    

  

Again, thank you for your input and discussion. It was not possible to  

meet all of the interests and expectations of each Central Division 



VHF contester.  However, I do believe that this does represent an honest 

effort by the 14 members of the VUAC to reach a solid and easily  

understood set of rules that will foster ARRL VHF Contest Rover activity. 

  

  

                                 Sincerely 

  

                                   Kermit Carlson W9XA 

                                   Central Division VUAC Representative 

  

NOTE:  

   The comments above the ">>>:" mark are my own - (W9XA) 

  

>>>>>>>>>>>> BEGIN FORWARD >>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Rover Class: 

 

(1) A rover moves among two or more grid squares during the course of a 

contest. 

 

(2) Rovers must sign "rover" on Phone and /R on CW after their call 

sign. 

 

(3) Rovers may use APRS. Rovers using APRS transmit only their call 

sign and position. Any station, regardless of their operating class, 

may access rover APRS data directly or via the Internet. 

 

(4) A rover vehicle may transport only one station using a single call 

sign. An exception is provided for in "General Rules for All ARRL 

Contests" number 3.5 (Family Rule). 

 

(5) All rovers are encourage to adopt operating practices that allow as 

many stations as possible to contact them. 

 

(6) A rover is comprised of no more than two operators, or one operator 

and one driver. A driver shall not assist the operators in any way 

other than to drive and operate the vehicle. Drivers may be switched 

out during the event. Any number of observers is also allowed however 

observers may not drive nor operate at any time. 

 

(7) Rover vehicles must transport all the equipment, power supplies, 

and antennas used at each operating site. 

 

(8) A rover many make no more than 100 contacts with any other one 

rover. 



 

Limited Rover Class: 

Same as "Rover Class" above but competes with no more than any four 

bands of their own choosing. Output power limits shall be the same as 

those defined for the single operator low power category. 

 

Unlimited Rover Class: 

Same as "Rover Class" above, but rules (6) through (8) are waived. 

Unlimited Rover scores shall not be included in club scoring. 

 

Rover Awards: 

A first and second place certificate shall be awarded for each rover 

class in each Division for which there was competition. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> END FORWARD>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 


