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by Paul Gentry,K9PG

| had the chance to talk to a few NCCCers at Dayton... and they were all glowing about their SSvictory. | told them that they did a
good jab.... patted them on the back....etc. And they were all wondering what the SMC was going to do this year. Are we gonna
come out and squash everyone?

Well — | told them that I'm not sure. Of course, we all know that we didn't really put forth a real SMC type effort in any ARRL
contest in 2003 after the way NIND treated usin the contest forum at Dayton last year.... and the way the SMC has been portrayed in
the results. Why we haven't gotten the respect that we deserve is beyond me.... but I'm one to believe that you give credit where
credit isdue. However, | did tell al of the NCCCersthat | talked to that we didn't put forth much of an effort... and told them why....
and went on to say that if we really did put forth an effort, we'd have kicked their collective butts.

Whether or not you think that tactics the NCCC uses (multiple single ops at one station) is pushing the rules doesn't really matter
(I'm not sure that I'm a big fan of the idea myself...). It's still well within the rules according to NIND.

This year, folks like WB9Z, N9RV, K9ODX, WIRE, etc., are gonna be on with their usual big efforts. But in order for the SMC to be
successful as a club in the Unlimited Category, we need the part time guys with small stations (like me) to step up to the plate like
wedid in 2001 and 2002.

We just didn't have enough activity in 2003, and those that did get on didn't
put in as much of an effort asthey did in previous years.

- SMC was debating strategies to reposition So, what | would like to know is if the SMC is ready to "lay the smack

the club circle to optimize score down" on everyone? If we are, then | don't want to see another 350 log / 22

contributions for ARRL contests. million point effort. | want to see a minimum of 500 logs and a minimum of

30 million points. And if we aren't gonna make that our MINIMUM score, |

- Greg Clark, then KO9Y, introduced the think we're wasting our time because the NCCC is gonna do the same thing

first SMC t-shirts and hats, introduced at they did in 2003, and the YCCC is gonna try to come out of nowhere and
the 1994 Dayton suite. win it in 2004 also.

. If we want to do this, we're gonna need about 50 people to host multiple

* Ralph, K9ZO, decided to step down as single ops — even those with a tribander on the roof and wires. One person

president and SMC was looking for can be on 20 and one on 40....etc. That's exactly what I'm gonna do at my

candidates to take over. house with whatever | have up in the air in November. 1'm also gonna try

and do a K8MR type operation where | visit several different stations. My
goal will beto turnin 8 logs with a minimum of 50k points each.

Arewe gonnado it thisyear? If so, we are gonna have to work soon.
Paul K9PG
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The Black Hole is published six times per
year by The Society of Midwest Contesters.
Permission for use of the materials is hereby
granted on the sole condition that credit is
given to the source of those materials.

EDITORS
Pat Barkey, NORV

Material for The Black Hole should be
forwarded to:

Membership in The Society of Midwest
Contesters is open to al persons with a bona-
fied interest in amateur radio contesting. The
club doesn't collect annual dues, but instead
funds everything through member donations.
For more information contact one of the
following officers:

PRESIDENT
Paul Gentry, K9PG
k9pg@aol.com

(847) 819-3000

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Jon Ogden, NA9D
jono@enteract.com

CONTEST ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR
Paul Gentry, K9PG (847) 819-3000
k9pg@aol.com

AWARDS COORDINATOR
KJ Morehouse, WORM
kjm@ProbeElectronics.com

(847) 696-2828

ILLINOISSTATE COORDINATOR
Gary Hornbuckle, KOMM S (630) 377-0884
k9mms@aol.com

INDIANA STATE COORDINATOR
Greg Clark, K9IG (317) 535-0282
g.w.clark@cummins.com

IOWA STATE COORDINATOR
Dave Andersen, KORX
kOrx@uiowa.edu

MISSOURI STATE COORDINATOR
Steve Lufcy, KOOU
kmOl @tfs.net

WISCONSIN STATE COORDINATOR
Gary Sutcliffe, WOXT (414) 644-8876
ums@nconnect.net

As one of the top contest clubs in the nation, we continue to sponsor 500
plaques for a number of the major contests, as well as make monetary
donationsin the interest of promoting radio sporting.

A few years ago, we decided to eliminate formal dues of $10 per year, and
instead, maintain funds through member donations.

We encourage all membersto consider making an annual donation to the
club. Your generous donations allow us to continue to expand our support
of radio sporting.

Y ou can make your donation two ways:

1. Send acheck, money order or cash to:
JON OGDEN, NA9D
905 SURREY LN
ALGONQUIN IL 60102-2058

2. Use Paypal at www.paypal.com and email your donation to
dues@w9smc.com.

Officia Callsign
of
The Society of Midwest Contesters

To get your SMC stuff, see the last page of
the newsletter or visit the SMC website,
http://www.w9smc.com/merchandise.htm

WD9SDCL
DAVEY PATTON

SOCIETY OF MIDWEST CONTESTERS

Badges
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By Brian Maves, K9QQ/KH6
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Ed. In January 03, the Air Force started clearing out
the club station, KJ6BZ, at Johnston Island so the
building could be demoalished in preparation for ending
military operation and presence on theisland. | worked
to recover and preserve thelogs, and in the process met
Bert, V73GOD, who lives and works on Kwajalein. He
invited me to visit Kwaj some time in the future. Since
there wasn't a KH7R multi-multi planned for the ‘03
WWSSB, | took him up on his offer to visit Kwaj and
combined it with a serious effort in the contest. The
following isthelog | kept as part of thetrip.

19 Oct 03

We go to church, | lead my youth group, and we eat
lunch, and get back home about 1330L. We've got about
an hour before we have to leave to get back to church for
another commitment. | check with the AMC terminal and
find out the flight will leave Monday morning, with a
0400L checkin time. That means | have about 13 hours
to get everything done.

| talk with Kimo, KH7U, and make arrangements to stop
by his house about 2000L to borrow an Ameritron AL-
80B, voice keyer, and some miscellaneous cables and
connectors.

Wife and | finish at church about 1900L and go to alocal
restaurant to get something to eat and talk about what
needed to be done to get me out of town.

Mike, KHBND, calls meto see when I'm leaving. Taked
with him briefly and then tell him 1'd call back when | get
home.

(Continued on page 7)
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by Kevin Kaufold, WOGKA

Ed. Over the past year, an ARRL VHF committee looked
into possible rule changes, and in February this year,
released several major recommendations, requesting for-
mal comments by March. Kevin reviewed the proposed
rule changes, and solicited comments from the SMC
membership for an official submission on behalf of SMC.
The following is a summary of his initial analysis. His
full analysis and SMC comments will soon be available at
the SMC Website VHF page.

First, the proposals will not change the technological and
regulatory reasons that have produced major ups and downs
in log entries over the years.

Second, unintended but adverse side effects will certainly
arise by the proposals.

Third, the proposals are being motivated more by what
some people believe is wrong with the current rules than by
aconcern over log entry reduction.

Fourth, the proposals are anti-microwave in tone and go
way too far towards limiting microwave activity.

The general policy should be to encourage the micros.

Fifth, the League should instead pro-actively develop indi-
vidual geographical areasin a SMSA hit-list type of format.
Resources should be used for development of more clubs,
nets, beacons, etc, instead of tinkering with the rules.

At a preliminary level then, there should be a general pref-
erence for NOT changing most of the rules. The need has
not been shown, and no general agreement and consensus
has been developed yet inside the VHF community.

These proposed changes include:

As to rovers - The proposal calls for the original rover
rules from 1991 to be reinstituted. This will result in a
much larger score for the rovers. The proposal calls for
rover scores to then be eliminated from the club competi-
tion, so as to reduce score escalation in the club aggregate.
There are also harsh comments made asto grid circling and
captive roving, although there is no definition given as to
what constitutes either situation, nor whether either practice
is to be outright prohibited, or merely discouraged. (We
need thoughts on this by our rovers, including the Sulli-
vans, N9UM, K9lJ, etc!).

Initial analysis:. On rovers, no on reverting back to 1991
(Continued on page 6)
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by Mel Crichton, KJ9C

| just finished compiling scores for the first 25 NAQP CW
contests... (for NCJ)

Obviously scores are getting higher al the time. Pat
N9RV's CW score in January 2003 holds the record, until
the January 2004 scores come out... but N2IC in Colorado
isright up there.... for once the record is not in California or
Texas

Top CW scoresthru January 2003:

IN N9RV 367,812

CO N2IC 367,628

CA N6MJ 360,873

GA WA4AN 360,774

CO N2IC 353,220

CO N2IC 353,220

CA W6EEN 351,345 (not awin!)
TN WA4PA 347,745

FL N2NL 340,466

FL N2NL 340,170

(Continued on page 5)
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ND WBO0O 11 wins (often the only entry) .. ND has
appeared 16 times of 25 contests

VA K7SV has 11, but VA has failed to appear 3
times.. that ain't right!

WA NOAX has 11, N7LOX has8...

MD K3MM 10 times since 1997

MS W5XX 10 timessince 94

We'd expect big scores out of W2... but NY scoresarevery | AR KM5G 9 times and asecond to K5GO (2)

low compared to New Jersey. Highest NY score so far is | LA W5WMU at least 9 times

174,900, within the reach of a well-equipped portable. | CA W6EEN 8 wins since August 99, another in 96...
Delaware is there 3/4 of the time but produced only one many big CA scores from 5-6 different stations
score over 100K. And most W1 scores are very low com- | MO KOOU 8 timessince 1999

pared to the south half of the country (but the left coast has | SC WA40C 8timessince 98. Before that, SC was

produced many HIGH scores, probably due to team con- often a no-show
testing efforts) WV WASBWV (8) isanatural call.

IN WORE (7) and N9RV (5)... the only
"superstations’ in IN?

(Continued from page 4)

Maybe we can use the data | gathered to plan some
"DXpeditions' to less active areas. We would not have to
travel far to win a state.

For example:

Over these 13 years many states/provinces had relatively
low top scores, or no entries at al! (I exclude KL7, VY1, NC N4AF 7 times since 1999

and KH6 due to propagation): NM N6ZZ (7) and K7UP (9 earlier)

SD WDOT 7 out of ten SD appearances

AB (VE6), CT (but NNIN isthere now), ID, KP2, KP4, NH WELUSA/WAILLNP 7 timesof the 15 NH ap
ME, MT, NB (VE9), ND (WBO0O is recent plus), NE pearances

(very low turnout... still... only 300 miles from IL), NF/ TN WA4PA has 7 recent TN wins.... but has pressure
LAB (VO1), NS (VE1OP is coming up), Nunavit (zero from KOEJ (4) and N4ZZ (11)

scores), NWT (VE8 = no scores), NY (no consistent win- CT K8HVT 6times+ N1MD 5 times

ner there), PEI (VY2-no entries since 1992), VE2 (Serge XE XE2MX at least 6 times of 16 appearances by
VE2AWR is there amost every NAQP... but there is no- Mexico

body else), RI, SC (if W40OC does not show, there may be FL N2NL 4 timesrecently, N4BP 5 times

no SC mult), SD (ditto for WDOT... but he scores big), VT NJ N2NC only five times since 1997 but strong
(spotty still), WY (no score over 55K yet) lately

Some states that are more active now :
VA (K7SV)

SC (W40C)

ND (When WBO0O can get on)
SD (Likewise for WDOT)

Some opsjust seem to own the local title (these don't in-
clude earlier call signsthey may have used):

AZ K6LL 23 out of 25... don't bother going there!

VE2 VE2AWR hastaken it 19 times, often being the
ONLY VE2. Thanks Serge!

Here in the midwest, we tend to be more democratic and
pass the honors around. (Heck, | took IN twice... once be-
cause | wasthe ONLY Indiana station on!).... In fact, SMC
is so active around here that there's little chance a Black
Hole station will got top state honors just by showing

But if RV and RE keep building more antennas, there may
be a dynasty forming in the Black Hole. There are super-
stations in other Black Hole states, too, but enough that the
competition spreads the wins around.

PA AA3B 17 times So, maybe we IN ops ought to go after the Multi/2 prize!
MB  VE4VV 16outof the 17 timesVE4 has shown (W5NN record is 595,296)... or build our own super sta-
up.. often the only entry tions to compete with Pat and Mike so SMC can win the
MA K1VUT - 14 out of 25 team prize (SCCC #1 was 1,511,561) and have more than
GA WA4AN 13 times as W4AN, KM9P 2 inthetop ten.
1A NOAV 13times
KS WOUY 13 times Thinking about Idaho or Wyoming next January... skiing
VE5  VE5SFin 13 out of 20 SK appearances and radio... Nirvanal
VE3  VE3EJ 12times
CT N8NA - 11 times of the 17 times DE has showed,
WN3K has5
AL K41QJ 11 times& K4NO 7 times
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(Continued from page 3)

rules. We have debated this several times before in the
early to mid 1990 s, with resulting pandemonium and no
consensus on each occasion. Leave well enough aone
(although I might change my mind if there is enough sup-
port from the rovers for a change, which | doubt).

No on prohibiting rovers towards the club aggregate score.
That would only reduce rover activity.

Prohibitions on grid circling by 2 or more rovers and on
captive roving are more acceptable to me in theory, but
many more details and definitions need to be worked out
prior to implementation.

Asto QSO Paints, the proposal calls for 2 points per QSO
in the station’s own grid and adjacent grids, regardless of
band of QSO, and 3 points per QSO for grids farther out,
regardless of band of QSO. The intent of this change is
two fold: to encourage distant contacts, while also reduc-
ing the ability of microwave contacts from being so sig-
nificant that they mathematically swamp out the value of
contacts made on VHF.

Initial analysis. On QSO Poaint changes, it is an interest-
ing idea, but this is such a radical proposal that would so
fundamentally shift the nature of VHF contesting, that it
needs more time for study and debate. Not in favor of
immediate changes here.

As to new categories, the recommendations in this area
include: A) to establish alimited SO for three bands only:
6-2-432 (eeks, what about 22271 Have we given up on that
wonderful band, among our own VHF enthusiasts? Sorry,
for the commentary. | am trying to convey the initia info
to the reflector rather factually, without editorial comment,
but really. No 2227 It'sabsurd). B) The development of a
new 6 hour QRP category. It is unclear whether thisis a
new category in addition to the existing SO portable, or is
areplacement to the existing QRP Port category.

Initial analysis: The SO Limited is also an interesting
proposal, but it will not necessarily bring new people into
VHF contesting. It also will further fragment an aready
digointed SO class. Arguably, we have too many catego-
riesasitis. Severa other concerns exist as to the details,
too (such as no 222! Unbelievable!).

The idea needs to be heavily thought through and revised
prior to implementation. Not in favor of adoption until we
sort through the issues some more.

No on a 6 Hour QRP hilltop. It is simply not necessary.
People can now run the SO Port, which is very similar in
nature. If hill topping is to be encouraged more, there can
be some relaxation to the restrictions of the current QRP

category (such as allowing commercial power).

Initial analysis. An emphatic no to limiting the June VHF
to 6-1296.

Coupled with the QSO point rule and the SO limited, this
rules change is way too anti-microwave in nature.

We should not fundamentally alter such a great contest, all
out of concern over microwaves. If people want to run
VHF only contests in the summer, they can already do so
by way of the CQ WW VHF, the SMIRK event, and the 6
Meter Sprint at the end of May.

Asto the June VHF  the proposal suggeststo limit thisto
6 and 1296, only (eeks, again! | notice a definite anti-
microwave trend to these proposals).

As to the August UHF, the proposal calls for the elimina-
tion of this contest.

Initial analysiss OK on dropping the UHF. Sadly, it
never has developed mass acceptance.

As to the 10 GHZ, the proposal suggests to expand this
contest to 2.3 GHZ and up; add a third weekend of contest-
ing; and develop 4 categories of competition;

Initial Analysiss OK on changing the 10 GHZ. Changes
are especialy needed if the UHF is to be dropped. | would
rather view the change as being a merged UHF / 10 GHZ
microwave contest instead of the elimination of the UHF.
In thisregard, ajoint UHF / 10 GHZ has the possihility of
becoming the premier UHF and above microwave event.
Possibly, extend the bands down to 432, 906, 1.2, so asto
really be ajoint UHF / 10 GHZ event..

As to the EME, change the multiplier to US states and VE
provinces instead of call areas.

Initial analysis: On the EME, need to have acceptance
with the moon-bouncers prior to implementation.

Other changes, lower the SOLP power levels to 150 watts
for the four VHF bands;, Allow DX to DX contacts for
QSO and mult credit; prohibit multi-op stations to work
their own ops on 2.3 and up; offer plagues for Jan and
Sept; promote activity hours on each band during the con-
test;

Initial analysis: On the EME, need to have acceptance
with the moon-bouncers prior to implementation.

On the 150 watts limitation of SOLP s 4 VHF bands,
suggest to raise the limit to 200 watts (many bricks run

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
170 watts on 2 meters, currently).

OK on the DX to DX credit. Also, please consider a new
proposal being circulated by Jon Jones: DX awards.

OK on prohibiting multi ops from running their own ops
on 2.3 and above. This has resulted in artificial point pro-
duction, benefiting only the sponsoring multi.

OK on promoting activity hours during the contests.
OK on plagues for January and September.

Asto awards, some additional awards/ stepsto VUCC are
proposed, as well as adding new types of awards (miles
per watt, grids activated, rover / portable operation).

Initial analysiss OK on award changes, although more
details need to be worked out prior to implementation.

Full comments available at the SMC website:

www.w9smc.com/SM CVHF/smc vhf page.htm

Met Kimo at 2010L and picked up the equipment.

Got home about 2100L and immediately packed and got
all my bags ready.

Sat down at the computer to make sure people can cover a
number of Cub Scout and Church commitments while I'm
gone. | finally get up from the computer at 1:30am and
crash in bed to get nap.

20 Oct 03

0345HST: Wake up and jump in for a quick shower. My
wife drives me to the air terminal and drops me off.

0400HST: | check in to find the flight has 26 seats. | was
the third person to request a space-available seat and got
one.

0615HST: Cadlled to load flight and took seven passengers
out to the Air Transport International (ATI) DC-8. The
company has three of these airplanes, and rented one to
make the film “Catch Me If You Can.” It appearsin the
movie when Leonardo DeCaprio escapes from Tom Hanks
by climbing out of the lavatory and into the wheel well,
then runs across the runway/taxiway.

0645HST: DC-8 lifts off and turns west/southwest.
21 Oct 03

0940KST: We're cleared to land, pilot turns right and |
get my first glimpse of the Atoll. It looks really small.
Seems like almost half runway and taxiway.

0945K ST: We land and taxi.

1015KST: Process in to the island. You have to have a
letter from the base granting permission to visit. They
collect mine, take my picture, and hand me a temporary
|.D. card to use during my visit to signify I'm authorized
to be here and use the various facilities.

1025KST: | claimed my suitcase and the Ameritron AL-
80B and load them into the local transportation, a six pas-
senger golf cart. We set off for a quick tour of the island
and to drop a fellow passenger at her house. It took about
15 minutes to travel the full circle from the air terminal to
one end of theisland and then return. Yesit's very small.

1045KST: | check in to the local hilleting office and get
my quarters, an air conditioned trailer.

1050KST: Stop at the club station to get a quick tour --
very clean, well kept. Bert gives me the combination to
the door, certifies me trained, and says to operate to my
heart’ s content.

1100KST: We continue the trip to my trailer, stopping
along the way to pick up my transportation, a bicycle. No
one has a personal auto here on the island, so thisis prized
transportation. They recycle everything here, and accord-
ing to Bert, if you place a bike on the curb and indicate it’'s
available for adoption, it won't last more than an hour or
so, before it has a new owner.

1110KST: We arrive at my trailer. It doesn't look like

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
much on the outside, but inside it's 2 bedrooms, 1 bath,
with a full kitchen and fully furnished. Most importantly,
it'sair conditioned.

1120KST: Bert bids farewell to go back to work, and |
settle in to get some rest.

1400KST: Took bike ride to get oriented to the island and
run some errands. Stopped at the AMC termina and
signed up for my return flight to Honolulu. Stopped at the
library to check email, but it was closed. Found downtown
Kwajalein, a little grouping of stores and service shops.
Picked up some food and drinks, floppies and battery.
Returned to my trailer.

1500K ST: Ate some lunch, then layed down to take a nap.
22 Oct 03

0225KST: Wokeup ... boy was| tired

0300KST: Back to sleep.

0550K ST: Wake up again and take shower. Make break-
fast, first food in 18 hours.

0730KST: Leave to run errands. Sign up for flight to re-
turn to Honolulu, then go to shack.

0800KST: Survey antennas. The 3 element, full size
40mtr beam is on the ground and missing two elements.
It'sin surprisingly good shape for being 10 or so years old.
The TH7 is up on a 70 foot telephone pole. The SWR is
5:1 on every band. Thereisa G5RV. It was recently in-
stalled. There's also a Cusheraft MAS vertical mounted on
apole at about 15 feet. There's a4 element 6 meter beam
at 30 feet and a 6 element 2 mtr beam for the local 2-meter
repeater. | also found an inverted-L. The horizontal leg
was wound up and secured at the base of the pole. The
wire was broken at the feedpoint. The three radials were

also wound up and sitting at the base of the pole.

0830KST: V73NS stops by the shack. He lives and works
on Roi Namur, the northern most island of the Kwaj atoll,
about 50 miles north. He'sthe only ham there. Roi isina
different grid square than Kwaj, so he is pretty popular on
6 meters. He is waiting for the weekly Continental flight
to Honolulu, on his way back to Michigan and Ohio for
some vacation. Wetalk for quite awhile. Heisrebuilding
the club station at Roi and sounds like he is pretty active,
so V73 won't be rare.

1000KST: Look over the antenna situation and decide on
aplan of action. The TH7 pole, about 70ft, will be a good
place for a 80mtr inverted V. There are pulleys on the
pole, so al we need is to string rope and we can easily rig
the V. There are three other poles to support a 40mtr in-
verted V, one with pulleys, but | will need coax. There are
plenty of spools of coax in the shack, but will need to get
permission from Bert to use some. The TH7 may be re-
pairable so | will try to get up to look at it. Climbing is
forbidden, so we have to get alift truck to get to the anten-
nas. I'll talk with Bert to see if we can get one in the next
2 days. Periodically check the bands, but don’'t hear much.
Six meters has been open to Japan the last couple days, so
| monitor it while I’ m in the shack.

F ol Jf& J.'ﬂ'r......" .---'.‘ ]
1330KST: Go to library to check email.

Send note to
KH7U and KHEND and let them know | made it and give
them a brief rundown on the condition of the station.

1430KST: Go to local sporting good store. It's small, but
luckily has a well-stocked diving section with an abundant
supply of nylon cord priced per foot ... more than enough
to use for support ropes to string the inverted Vs. Once |
get the go ahead from Bert, I'll buy what | need.

1630KST: Go for a bike ride around the perimeter of the
isand. Took 20 minutes -- small place.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)
1700KST: Arrive back at shack just before a rain squall.
Within minutesit’sraining. Tune the bands, but till don’t
hear much activity.

1745KST: Rainisover so | set to work looking at the in-
verted L. | start by untangling the vertical and horizontal
wires. They come apart pretty easily and | secure them
back at the base of the pole. | start looking at the feed
point. It is partially overgrown with vegetation, which |
easily remove. | try to remove the coax and find the SO-
239 has been almost completely disintegrated by corrosion
inthe salt air. The only part left intact is the plastic dielec-
tric separating the center and braid. | cut the center and
the ground wires and remove the feed point. | dig around
the ground rod, and after some touch up with a wire brush,
find it is in good shape. | take the feed point into the
shack. | remove the SO-239 essentialy by breaking it
apart with pliers. It's ready to rebuild.

1900K ST: Leave shack to go back to room.
23 Oct 03

0630KST: Woke up well rested and went for a run around
north side of theisland.

0900KST: Went to shack to set up operating position.
When | arrived, | saw a pod of about 50 dolphin about 200
yards off shore and spent about 10-15 minutes watching
them jump and spin ... incredible site.

0930KST: Instead of working on the operating position, |
start rebuilding the Inverted L feed point. Search around
for an SO-239 but can’t find one. Dismantle as old dipole
center | brought and scavenged the SO-239. Project com-
plete.

1030KST: Bert stops by. The lift truck is still tied up do-
ing other projects, so it depends on how long it takes to
finish. We decide to look at the GBRV. Bert starts taking
it apart. | keep working on the Inverted L. | trim and strip
wires to get clean connections at feed point and radials.
Brush and file the ground rod to get it back to shiny cop-
per. Do the same to the ground clamp. Trim back about 6
inches of coax and find nice, shiny copper braid. Install
new PL-259. Now just need to get extension cord so | can
solder everything into place at the base of the pole.

Bert gets G5RV apart and finds a charred mess at the feed
point. The SO-239 is shorted and has obviously been arc-
ing. We take it apart and look for a new SO-239. Bert
knows a couple places | didn’t look, but the couple we find
are also shorted. He calls Dave Fortin, V73UX, and asks
him to bring an SO-239 and soldering gun.

1130KST: | go to loca sporting goods store and buy a
knife and 300 ft of rope to use for the Inverted L and di-
poles. Return to the shack and try to get a rope in a tall
pam tree using fishing line and a 50z lead weight. The
pam branches are about 5 feet out of my throwing range
... it'sabout 60 feet tall and stands on a5 foot rise.

1200KST: Bert returns. Dave has aready dropped off the
connector and soldering gun. Bert rebuilds the feed point.
We reinstall the feed point and solder everything together.
Then the important part, we cover al connections and the
PL-259 with aquarium sedler. If you don't, it will imme-
diately start corroding and won't last more than 9-12
months. Bert heads back to work and tells me where to
find @100 foot cord so | can reach the Inverted L with the
soldering gun. | talk with him about the TH7 and he says
the problem is that the coax has rubbed against the mast
and pole and worn through the jacket.

1300KST: Get the cord and get everything set up. Solder
al the connections, connect the feed point and radials to
the ground rod, and then sea everything with aguarium
sealer. It only really needs to last through the contest be-
cause the pole supporting it has rotted, and is scheduled to
come down in the next few months.

Try acouple more throws, but still can't hit the tree.

1430KST: Bert shows up again to check six meters.
Works a weak KH6SX, but no other stations are on.  Sit
down at the rig and call CQ on 15 meters. Work some
JAs. The IC-2KL keeps tripping the protection circuit,
and it’s annoying.

1500KST: Head for the library to check my email.
KHB6ND sent me some info on what might be wrong with
the TH7 and advises the solar forecast has been updated.
Now expecting flux around 165 ... yes! | check the
NOAA sight and print off the forecasts for the weekend.
Indeed, the forecast is now flux 165-170 with A index
around 10. These will be great conditions, as long as there
aren’t any major solar events.

1730KST: Return to the shack. Try a couple more
throws, then decide to pack it in. As | was redling in the
line, Dan Fortin, V73UX showed up to say hi. We talk
about the Inverted L and he says the horizontal element
used to run to the 70 foot pole holding the TH7. He offers
to climb it tomorrow and restring it. We talk about the
possibility of repairing the TH7. We formulate a plan to
disconnect and drop the coax, then insert a splice to repair
the worn section. He agrees to check his schedule and try
to make time to get that done on Friday. He has lots of
experience contesting from here and shares some of his

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
experience. Advisesthe IC-2KL has problems on 15mitrs.

1830KST: Start putting the operating position together.
Reconfigure the jumpers in the MFJ voice keyer loaned by
KH7U. Get everything hooked together and check it out.
Messages record and play back fine. Play it into the FT-
1000 and adjust the output of the keyer, and get nice
sounding signal. Hook up the AL-1500. Need to do some
reading on how to connect the ALC circuit.

1905KST: Sit down at the Icom station to check out the
G5RV. It tunes up great on 40. | make a couple cals, but
noone responds. 1C-2KL works fine ... about 400 watts.
Move to 75 mtrs. Tunes up fine. Make a couple calls, but
IC-2KL keeps tripping the protection circuit. | adjust the
mic gain back, but no change. 1 roll the power back and it
stops. | make along call and slowly turn the power up. It
gets to about 350 watts and the circuit holds. Make a call
and ZL1lU calls ... very loud. He has as a GIO afew kcs
away and wants me to listen for him. | work another ZL
while he moves him to frequency. Stand by and can hear
the GIO talking, but can’t understand ... way down in the
noise. | call a few times and he doesn’'t hear me. We
agree to meet at 0700Z tomorrow at sunset. Make a cou-
ple more calls and work KH6, UAOQ, KL7, and JAO. The
antenna is working well, considering it's only at 30 feet.
Shut down and go back to room

2020LKST: After talking with my wife, settlein to review
the logs from WW SSB effortsin 98 and 99.

24 Oct 03

0800KST: Watching morning news and hear the bad
news. The new sunspot that was raising the flux forecast
just emitted a CME that will hit tomorrow, the day the
contest starts. 1'll have to go to the library later to check
what’s expected.

0900KST: Arrive at shack ... no dolphin show today.
Dave Fortin calls to discuss antenna work. He can work
from 4:30 — 7:00pm. Need to build 15 foot pig tail and
terminate new coax. We'll pull the new coax, install the
pig tail on the TH7 and down the pole about 10 feet, then
pull up the new coax and connect it with a barrel. We can
then terminate the new coax in the shack and should be in
business. While he's up the pole, he'll hang the horizontal
leg of theinverted L. Also, if | can get the 80 meter dipole
built, he can hang that as well, and | can use the old coax
to run that back to the shack temporarily for the contest.
Things are coming together, but lots hinges on the work
this evening. Get GEOCLOCK running on laptop in the
shack.

1030KST: Completed log analysis of 1999 MS from
V73AX. Built chartsin .ppt so | could track progress.
Still need an operating plan so | know what bands to be
on at what time.

1100K ST: Bert shows and tells me which coax to use
to build pig tail and replace coax runto TH7. Build pig
tail and terminate coax.

1220K ST: Head to trailer to have some lunch.

1330KST: Head to library to check email and solar
info. Flux is now forecast at 195, but Ap will be 30-40.
Looks like main effects of flare will be early in contest,
then improving. Read a good summary of effects on
contest propagation on CQ-CONTEST and feel a little
better ... conclusion is conditions will start marginal
but improve, unless we get another flare.

1500KST: Back to shack. | lay out ropes for working
on the TH7. Tie the rope to pull up the inverted L.
Build 80 meter inverted V. Start looking for cord to
key the amp and find afew. Hope they work.

1610KST: Dave shows up ready to work. We strate-
gize so he will only have to climb the pole once. Plan
isto pull new coax to base and then enough to go up 65
feet of 70 foot pole. HE'll carry pig tale up with him,
disconnect and drop old coax, then install the pig tale
and secure it so it will run about 7-9 feet down pole.
Then he'll pull up new coax and end of inverted L ...
tie off inverted L, then connect, weatherproof and se-
cure coax on the way down. We go to work and imme-
diately think we're sunk. The new coax pulls fine until
the splice is about 5 feet past the base of the tower, then
stops. We can't move it either way for about 15 min-
utes. Dave wedges legs against base of pole and pulls
hard ... suddenly breaks free and we finish the pull.
The jacket is scuffed so there is obviously a rock or
piece of cora inthere. All other work goes as planned.
While he's up, heinstallsarope on apulley. It'sfrozen
solid, but slippery enough for me to use it to pull up 80
inverted V. Work complete and we clean up.

1900KST: Dave leaves to get home. | terminate the
coax and connect it in. TH7 looks great ... flat SWR
across major sections of the bands.

1930KST: Head to store to get food and drinks for
contest, then to room for quick chat with my wife.
Kids went to see President Bush and 14 year old got to
shake hishand ... she'sreadlly excited.

2020KST: Back to shack. Try the inverted L and it

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

tunes to 1.3:1 SWR and 30 kc of usesble bandwidth ...
amazing!. Move it to the Icom station to apply some
power and it fries. Can't get SWR down below 3:1. Do a
quick spin of the dial with rig keyed and it now looks too
short. Resonant somewhere above 1950. Wire must have
broke/fried through. Back to the FT1000. Now it has no
xmit power. Unplug and let it sit while | go out and work
on 80 mtr inverted V. Get V installed. Try rig again but
till no power. Unplug again and leave for night. Finish
tuning V ... have to add about 12 inches of wire and it is
now resonant 1:1 about 3780. Clean up and head to room

to deep.

2300KST: Wife calls and we tak a little more while my
pizza is baking ... haven't bothered to eat since lunch.
Work out a quick operating plan while eating pizza and
watching World Series game 5. Tape delayed here and
still don’t know who one.

0025K ST: Head to bed.
25 Oct 03

0635KST: Up and in the shower. Pack clothes and food.
Call wifeand chat. Head to shack.

0700KST: Check FT-1000, still no power. Turn on AL-
1500, find and connect keying cable. Get computer set up
and CT running an on correct time and date. vy, V73IV
stops by and we talk while | continue setup.

0800KST: Call Bert to look at FT-1000. He shows up and
finds | had accidentally turned the drive down — duh, guess
it pays to skim the manual when you're using an unfamil-
iar radio. Radio is back in business and Bert’s relieved.
Start working to tune the amplifier. Havetodo itin RTTY
mode because CW keying circuit isn't working (Bert men-
tioned that earlier). Amp is realy touchy, but once you
tune it for max out, it settles down.

0900KST: Can't drive the amp with audio from headset.
Try new pigtail and that isn’t it. Try a number of things,
try VOX, but can only make it work using the MOX. Bert
stops in and takes a look. Finally try the desk mike and it
drives the amp fine. Plug the headset in and it drives it
fine. Decide it's the voice keyer. Bert leaves and | con-
tinue to troubleshoot.

0945K ST: After working through different things, | find
the messages play fine and drive the amp, but neither the
headset nor desk mic will drive the amp through the voice
keyer.

1000KST: Go online to seeif | can find any info on prob-
lems with keyer and FT-1000 but no luck. Bert said he

noticed difference between 1000 and later models, but
can't find any documentation.1100KST: Call Kimo
and talk about problem. He's never heard of anything.
Recommends redoing the audio settings because | may
have turned it back too far and aren’'t getting enough
audio to drive. Doesn't make sense though because
1000 is putting out power, it's just not driving the amp.

1130KST: Decide will have to go without voice keyer
and troubleshoot later.

1200KST: Settle in to chair and tune around. 10 and
15 are both open, so decide to start on 10. Work 10 or
so guys, then clock turns over and contest starts. Rate
jumps up immediately and realize 10 was a good
choice. Takes 5 minutes and the DX cluster pileup
starts, 264 first hour. Stay until 0336z, 739 Qs, then go
to 15. Takes few minutes and cluster pileup starts
there. First hour 213 Qs, and put 809Qs in log before
going to 20 at 0741Z. Put 400 Qsin log, then go to low
bands. Bounce between 40 and 80 starting 10227 to
1500Z.

26 Oct 03

Sched with Mike at KH7X and get only 160 QSO at
1300Z. After short break, back to 20 at 1510Z. Jump
to 15 acouple hours after sunrise and then to 10. Great
ratesl Finish first 24 hours with 3327 Qs. Get to low
bands early to pick up more stateside and Caribbean,
but not much happening yet. Back to 15 for a great EU
opening, 149 Qs in 1.5 hours. Opening so good, had
trouble managing pileup because so may people were
calling. Moved twice before they got the message and
started listening to my requests. Back to low bands
about 1000Z. Tried 20, but no opening second morning
... EU sigs were really week. Tried 15 and rate was
low and signals weren't strong. Figured flare hit, but
kept going. Decided to try 10 about 2200Z. Slow start,
but band came alive and finished the contest there with

(Continued on page 12)
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154 Qsthelast hour.

1200KST: Contest over ... 48 hours straight, with short
breaks but no sleep -- my throat realy hurts, but I'm
thrilled. Managed to push score over 7.0M in last hour
and nothing broke. Grab a Heineken and start dismantling
station. My plane leavesin 20 hours and | need to get eve-
rything back to normal, get packed, and try to deep alittle.

1500KST: Station is back the way | found it. Gather al
my stuff and head back to my room. Take a nap.

1800KST: Up and surprisingly awake. Off to store for
some ice cream to cool down my throat. Bump into Bert
and make arrangements for transport to the air terminal in
the morning. Bump into Dave back at my trailor and talk
for awhile.

1900KST: Eat dinner and pack. Everything ready to goin
the morning. Ice cream feels good.

27 Oct 03

0630KST: Up and ready to go. Bert drops by about
0730KST with a van. Stop by the shack to load up the
amplifier, then off to the terminal to check in and drop off

bags.

0730KST: Check in goes smooth; need to be back at
1045K ST to board flight. Pick up coffee and go to shack
to hang out until boarding time. Dave wants inverted-V,
so didn’t have to worry about that. Roll up radials from
Inverted L and store them at the base of the utility pole.
Take some pictures of shack and antennas.

1030KST: Head to billeting and check out, pay hill. Off
to terminal and check in to board.

1130KST: Wheels-up and on my way back to Honolulu.

Sitting L to R: K9KM and WORE

Standing L toR: K1TN and W9TM.

SM C Suff

‘ KCI9FD

SOCIETY OF MIDWEST

Club badges can be obtained by
sending a check for $5.50 to:

Midwest Engraving
6920 W. North Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53213

Phone (414) 258-8655
FAX (414) 258-8656

Be sure to note that it is for a
“Black Hole’ badge and please
alow a couple weeks for delivery.

SMC Clip-on Badge

The SMC logo appears at the top-center
of the badge in black and white. Your
call sign, fird name and city & state
appear in dark blue. The SMC name
badge as shown with the slot & strap
with swivel alligator clip, but there are

other choices.

Price: $14.50 (includes s&h).
Order now from The SignMan

SMC Shirts

SMC short-sleeve Polo shirts
are available in two styles:
white shirt with “SMC” in
black and “name and call” in
blue lettering as shown below,
or red shirt with black
lettering. The cost is $20,
including shipping. You can
email your ordersto
AD9P@swbell.net (Al) or
NOUXQ@swhbell.net (Sandy)

| The Black Hole
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1 Member/New Member Information/
Update Form

Name:

Call:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please send updates to:

Jon Ogden, NA9D
2 S 872 Wagner Road
Batvia, IL 60510

The Society of Midwest Contesters
Brian Maves, K9QQ

11 Worchester Ave.

Honolulu, HI 96818

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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