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By Mike Kasrich, AJ9C

| hope everyone had a happy and safe New Years Begédl. sit here looking at the snow that fell lagght, reviewing some mes-
sages from the reflector and from the board, Ikliins appropriate to recount some of what we gscaup have done during 2007
and set a few things for 2008.

The SMC has function more as of an umbrella graugHose that want to submit scores together. sStepe been taken to change
some of that so that the SMC is not so much a naenase for contests but a club we belong to thatufes our favorite activity.
Part of that problem has been a spotty transitiomfone club officer to the succeeding office hold&o address some of that we
now have a club account with Chase Bank and oupd&account is linked to the club rather than afividual. The board has set
aside a floor amount which cannot be budgetethaioctub will generally not be out of funds. Zigshcreated an archives of sort so
that when the next person steps up to be Treathess will be a record of where the money is, wilatjues we sponsor and what
obligations occur from year to year. This doesotind like much maybe but will make the next grotipfficers job much easier.

(Continued on page 4)

ARRL RTTY Roundup Jan6 18Z,Jan5to 247
NAQP CW Jan 13 187, Jan 12 to 06Z - .
NAQP SSB Jan20 182, Jan 19 to 06Z By Dr. Tony Phillips, Science@NASA
ARRL Jan VHF SS Jan21 197, Jan19too04z | From:hup:/iwww physorg.com
CQ 160-Meter CW Jan 27 00Z, Jan 26 to 24Z It may not look like much, but "this patch of matism could
Minnesota QSO Party Feb2 14z7-24z be a sign of the next solar cycle," says solar isistsDavid
NA Sprint CW Feb3 00Z-04Z Hathaway of the Marshall Space Flight Center.
CQ WW RTTY WPX Feb 10 00z, Feb 9 to 247 . .

. For more than a year, the sun has been experielaclalj in
NA Sprint SSB Feb 10 00Z-04z activity, marking the end of Solar Cycle 23, whiptaked with
ARRL Inter. DX CW Feb 17 00Z, Feb 16 to 24Z many furious storms in 2000--2003. "Solar minimus i
CQ 160-Meter SSB Feb 24 00z, Feb 23 to 242 uponus,"” he says.
NAQP RTTY Feb 24 187, Feb 23 to 06Z ) ) , ) )
ARRL Inter. DX SSB Mar2 00Z, Mar 1 to 24Z The big quesuo_n now is, when will the next solgcle begin?

. It could be starting now.
NA Sprint, RTTY Mar 9 00z-04z
Wisconsin QSO Party Mar 10 18Z, Mar 9 to 01Z From SOHO, a UV-wavelength image of the sun andap m
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funds everything through member donati
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Pat Barkey, N9RV
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As one of the top contest clubs in the nation, watioue to sponsa
plaques for a number of major contests including&wstakes, ARRL D
CQWW, and CQWPX, as well as make monetary donatiorke intereg
of promoting radio sporting.

A few years ago we decided to eliminate the forthas of $10 per ye3
and instead maintain funds through member donatidiVe encourage 4
members to consider making an annual donationgalthb. Your generou
donations allow us to continue to expand our suppioradio sporting.

You can make your donation two ways:
1. Send a check, money order, or cash to:

Zig Markowski - KMOM
50 E. Eureka Drive
Lemont, IL 60439-3970

2. Use Paypal and email your donation to dues@wasm.
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By Kevin , WOGKA

The VUAC proposed rover rules have now been incorp
rated into the ARRL rules set, “Contest Rules Ab&ge
MHz". They are now in effect. QST did NOT have th
rules changes in the announcement for the upcodang-
ary VHF contest, as the magazine went to presgddiie
adoption of the rules. But please be advised tmatover
rules apply to the 2008 January VHF Sweepstakeshand
yond, according to the reflectors that | monitonele may
be a few revisions to the new rules, as there amedis-
crepancies between the final printed version armmbme
mended versions. For right now, here are the dalietails
of the new rules:

The rules clarify a few small but contentious issdleat
have popped up over the years. As to multiple dsiwand
ops, rovers are now expressly allowed two ops, &b ag
any number of drivers and observers (Rule 2.3)s Thi
solves the issue of whether extra help for drivang oper-
ating is allowed. Some people also wanted a sepatass
for solo-person rovers if multiple drivers / opsreveal-
lowed, but this proposal did not make it into theaf rules.
The family rule looks like it is again allowed, shiime by
specific provision (Rule 2.3.1A). Also, rovers muste
the / r designation on all modes (2.3.4). This has al-
ways occurred in the past, but really is a necgssitight
of existing rule 2.3.6 (see below discussion).

Now for the major changes. Rovers have been dividted
three classes: 1) the existing rover class; 2)vacategory
for Limited rover; and 3) a new category for Unlied
rover.

The limited category has the same rules as theimxis
rover class, except that the rover can only sulamibg

with four VHF bands. Presumably (but not actuatiyhe

new limited ruleitself), the limited should be able tg
operate more than 4 bands, submitting only the b
four VHF bands in the log and then treating the oth
bands as checklogs. This is the same practice tha
specifically allowed in the Limited Multi-op rules
(2.6.2). The general intent behind the Limited was

0

develop a category for the non-microwave rovers
new people first getting into rovers. The danger,

course, is that we may see reduced microwave acfi

ity in future years if everyone moves into the limite
rover. That is a real possibility, as there has bee
migration of people to the limited-multi categor

(Continued on page 5)

By Brian Maves, K9QQ

Thanks to the efforts of Dave, N9KT, we've addeatea tool
to the SMC website to help you determine if yogligible to
submit your logs for SMC in the ARRL contest clunpeti-
tions. Dave developed club circle calculatorstifer ARRL
HF and VHF contests and we've linked them to theCSM
homepage.

To qualify to be in the SMC for HF contests, youstioe
within 175 miles of the center of the SMC HF ciralbich is
currently centered at 40.8167, -88.7333. For VdRtests
you must be within 175 miles of the center of théCSVHF
circle centered at 40.5583, -88.9500.

Most of you will be able to look at the maps antedmine that
you're in the circle, and can submit scores fordhu. If you
are near the edge of the circle though, you carhesealcula-
tor on the page to see exactly how far you are fiteercenter,
and verify whether you're in or out.

To calculate exactly how far you are from the cenfahe
SMC HF/VHEF circle, enter your latitude and longiuidito the
text boxes, then click the button to calculate. ®awalculator
allows you to use a variety of formats:

Preferred - Signed decimal degrees where negatilieates
West/South (e.g. 39.793609, -86.23479)

Deg-Min-Sec followed by N/S/E/W (e.g. 39°47'37"Ns 84 5
W, or 0861405W)

If you don't know your exact latitude and longitutehas a
link to a site that can help you with that too.

$%

& $%'#
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(Continued from page 1)

As a club | wish | could say all was sunshine aoses.
The SMC was formed to give the Midwest a "persaylali
for competition in SS.

Apparently the SMC lacks some "personality”. 120
our points and participation have dropped, agafevin/
WO9GKA did an excellent job trying to rally the tjo® and
compiling the statistics for the last SS. The namsbseem
to suggest the number of logs we had dropped 2G¥tlen
total points fell 14%. This is continuing a tresthrted
since our last SS unlimited win. We are not unithaigh
in having a fall in logs and points. Our drop jasems to

be a bit more than the PVRC, Mad River and othefs.

Oddly enough participation is up in the ARRL 160imst
without any prodding. There has been considerdilsizus-
sion among the board members as to what can betdon
generate enthusiasm for the SMC and SS in partitula
no answers at this point.

D

Our club doesn't have a repeater, fox hunts omafdst as
some local clubs do. We focus on "performance atjpey"
as a group. Our repeater is every contest yowsohmit a
club score for each year. | know that SS isn'tnauee's
cup of tea but that is our club's "hamfest" eaearylt is
our big event. It's what gets the rest of the tiguio sit up
and take notice of good our operators are herbariMid-
west.

We need all members to support our club activities
same as any club to provide continuation of oub qer-
sona.

I'm not sure what the answer is to generate erdgbosihat
is a work in progress. | do know that we are adygood
as the antz , big and small, that get on in SS, @QW
ARRL DX and NAQP/Sprints and submit scores under ol
flag. | remember vaguely Tom/AE9B on the refledtack
in the heady days of unlimited wins commenting ba t
NFL like attitude we all had. We strapped it o ateliv-
ered a lick to the opposition. We need to bringkbtnat
attitude. The NCCC is right now the only club that
maintaining that level of enthusiasm. Is Califartietter
than us? Only YOU can provide that answer.

Enough of the introspective searching. What arelaiag
to improve the situation?

1) Be prepared for some sort of dues/activigureement
for the SMC starting in 2008. Details are beingrkeal

out. If you want to be a member of the SMC youustio
either get on the air and submit a score with SMiClee

participation line or kick in a bit to the treasisy we can
sponsor plaques.

2) | am asking each member to go through ttogjs for
whatever HF contest you operated and see if tisesiddcal

you worked that isn't on our roster. Invite theajdin. If
you are a shy type, send me the call and will geold of
them.

3) Hold a local meeting of the SMC somewhere. Wed
local gatherings so that we can get face to fadelkoabout
our contest operations, improvements we are magimd
help we may need in getting the job done. Haveogram
to attract people. All contesters are Dxers ttaeelots of
folks out here in our club that would be happyhars their
dx experiences. If you get a meeting organizeddetn the
board know. Someone close can stop in and giveaydub
update.

There are more initiatives in the pipeline suchaaslub
award/challenge. They will be announced as thaildaget
hammered out. I'm excited about the SMC and | \aflrdf
you to be excited too. Back to net..........

Ninecee

The operating position at YS/K9GY. Eric
traveled to El Salvador for the 2007 CQWW
CW contest. He will have a write-up aboyt
his experiences in YS in the next issue of|the
Black Hole.

L
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(Continued from page 1)

showing positive (white) and negative (black) mdgne
polarities. The new high-latitude active regiomiagneti-
cally reversed, marking it as a harbinger of a remlar
cycle.

"New solar cycles always begin with a high-latitude-
versed polarity sunspot,” explains Hathaway. "Resér
polarity " means a sunspot with opposite magnetianity
compared to sunspots from the previous solar cyeligh-
latitude" refers to the sun's grid of latitude dodgitude.
Old cycle spots congregate near the sun's equisin
cycle spots appear higher, around 25 or 30 dedmétsle.

The region that appeared on Dec. 11th fits botheluite-
ria. It is high latitude (24 degrees N) and magradiy re-
versed. Just one problem: There is no sunspotaGthé
region is just a bright knot of magnetic fields. hbwever,
these fields coalesce into a dark sunspot, scientiee
ready to announce that Solar Cycle 24 has officiadigun.

From SOHO, a UV-wavelength image of the sun and aap showing
positive (white) and negative (black) magnetic polities. The new
high-latitude active region is magnetically reverseé, marking it as a
harbinger of a new solar cycle.

Many forecasters believe Solar Cycle 24 will be hitd
intense. Peaking in 2011 or 2012, the cycle to comed
have significant impacts on telecommunicationsiraific,

power grids and GPS systems. (And don't forgeiNieth-

ern Lights!) In this age of satellites and cell pés, the
next solar cycle could make itself felt as nevdpiee

The furious storms won't start right away, howe&ular
cycles usually take a few years to build to a fyeand
Cycle 24 will be no exception. "We still have soméet
times ahead," says Hathaway.

Meanwhile, all eyes are on a promising little aetregion.
Will it become the first sunspot of a new solarlefc

(Continued from page 3)

since the multi class was segmented several years ago.
It has gotten to the point where only the really big
players are in the original multi class, while everyone
else is a Limited-Multi (even then, we have some big
stations like KONS that are only on four bands). We
will have to see how things shake out with these new
rules.

The limited class also has an express power limitation
as those defined for the SOLP (2.1.1) while there is no
reference to power limit with the existing rover class.

| suppose this means that the existing rover class can
have B class power levels, although there is no specific
reference that | can find to power levels in the regular
rover class. A big change intended to address the pack
rover situation is that both the existing rover class and
the new limited class has a 100 QSO limit on the num-
ber of contacts that can be made with other rovers
(2.3.8). This effectively makes pack roving legal for
these two classes, up to 100 QSO'’s. There are ho new
restrictions placed on captive rovers, so the practice of
sponsoring rovers will continue unaffected (it is not a
problem in the Midwest, but has been a big concern on
the east coast).

The Unlimited class is specifically exempt from the
100 QSO limit; is allowed to have more than 2 ops;
and has no express power limitations (2.5). The intent
here was to create a separate class for the major pack
operations (i.e. California roveeams) without outright
banning the practice. Personally, | would have prsthib-

ited these operations as artificial point produttiactories,

and then go with the 100 QSO Iimit for all roverBut all

rules revisions tend to be an art form that balarenpet-

ing interests and objectives.

There are currently no express restrictions onmwgentrib-
uting to the club aggregate score. Some membetheof
VUAC have indicated that the intent of both the iadky
committee and the League Program & Services Comenitt
was to exclude unlimited rovers from the club aggte
score, and the ARRL contest desk has also indictitaed
unlimited entries will be excluded from club scor@swrit-
ten exclusion is now in the works to bring the neles into
full synch with the various versions of the finaloposed
rules. Excluding unlimiteds from the club aggregatere
was considered necessary to avoid the continuisgilpitity
that pack operations could severely distort thé clompeti-
tion event.

There is another wrinkle in the new rules. Regalad lim-

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

ited rovers must transport all the equipment, posigy-
plies, and antennas used at each operating sB8)2This
rule was not discussed during the developmentgestaso
it's origin and rationale is something of a myst&wymost
observers. However, unlimited rovers are spedificax-
empt from this rule (2.5). This is also somethirfigaanys-
tery. The exemption may have just been intendealltov
for commercial power and the like to be used byuhiém-
iteds at remote spots (such as mountain-tops hav
power). It may have also been intended to settjaestion
as to whether separate support vehicles could bd tes
transport antennas, masts, generators, and othgmeent
between stopovers. There has been apprehensiooniy S|
that the exemption of Rule 2.5 now opens the pdigib
that a NCCC styled multi / single strategy may @dotthe
unlimited rover class. Existing VHF Rule 1.3.A danp
this possibility however, since transmitters, reees, or
antennas used to contact one or more stations otasub-
sequently be used under any other call during trest
period. This is unlike the HF rules that only speei pro-
hibition on transmitters being used under othel sighs.
We really dunno at this point why 2.3.3 was pubittie
rules, nor how 2.3.3 and 2.5 ultimately will beergreted
or used.

There could also be another interesting strateggldping
on the four band limiteds. It may be to their adege to
develop bigger antenna systems and go to fewes fad-
ing high ground. Instead of a “shoot N scoot” rtimey
may become more of a two-person portable operagjon,
ing to high ground with tilt-over / crank-up ant@snon a
trailer. A 40 foot antenna system with LMR 400 |imeast-
mounted preamps, a set of stacked antennas onds,bal
generator power, and which casually moves to 4 gh hi
hills / grids over a contest weekend would certabe fea-
sible for a two person deal to do. A nicely equippe
camper or RV could round out the accoutrementsh Sinc
operation would begin to look and feel more likingited-
multi than a rover, except that it moves aroundindua
contest weekend. It would take lots of advancemlzy
and clearance for locations, but that type of roweuld
have excellent ears and capable power levels. itdvaim-
ply be hard to beat. In fact, | can't really seeower with
antennas at rooftop and on batteries having a ehal
against a well-organized operation with substaraikn-
nas. Anyone from the SMC interested in this????

Also in the existing rules but something that wedt
more seriously look at, Rule 2.3.6 expressly alloasger
operators to submit separate logs for their own QaIsH
well as their own rover entries. Thus, we couldréase
our log counts simply by operating from the QTH &inen
running a rover across several grids. The samewzalld
be used, only with the / r designation when rovehink
the op can even contact the same stations fronsdahee

grid and bands, so long as he is at the QTH onconéact
and in the rover on another contact. For thosostawith
a decent antenna system at the QTH, double logesentr
could really zoom the club aggregate points. Imaditting

all the same SMC members a second time as a QTH QSO

That would not only provide additional points andd from
the QTH activation, but it would also enhance #teo club
member’s points through the additional contactslllfrov-
ers in the club would have a dual log policy, thenalative

ngeffect on the club aggregate could be quite notileea

Overall, the new rover rules attempt to achievessavob-
jectives, not the least of which are to reduce paatlvities,
encourage new rovers, and address “de facto” mavew
arguments. In addition to these objectives, the meles
may end up providing additional strategies to owgllw
informed club members.

| want to again thank Dick, W9GIG, and Kermit, K9Xér
their Central Division activity and for their contiing
League involvement. The process was much morep@ans
ent this time around than in the 2003-2004 rulegisien
cycle.
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SMC Stuff
SMC Clip-on Badge
by NV5A . KCgFD

The SMC logo appears at the top-center
of the badge in black and white. Your
call sign, first name and city & state SOCIETY OF MIDWEST
appear in dark blue. The SMC name
badge as shown with the slot & strap

with swivel alligator clip, but there are Club badges can be obtained by sending a check for
other choices. $5.50 to:

Price: $14.50 (includes s&h). Midwest Engraving Ph: 414-228-8654
6657 N. Sidney Place Fax: 414-228-8655

Order now fromThe SignMan Glendale, Wi 53209

Visit his full color web page to see other

items you can get with the SMC Logo: Be sure to note that it is for a “Black Hole” badge

and please allow a couple weeks for delivery.

www.thesignman.com/color/
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1 Member/New Member Informatlon}(
Update Form

Name:

Call:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please send updates to:

Zig Markowski - KMOM
50 E. Eureka Drive
Lemont, IL 60439-3970

The Society of Midwest Contesters
Brian Maves, K9QQ

1322 Engle Creek Dr.

O’Fallon, IL 62269

FIRST CLASS MAIL

L

The Black Hole page 8



