Official Journal of The Society of Midwest Contestes

Volume XV Issue IV June 2007

By Mike Kasrich, AJ9C

Greetings SMCers. I'm not sure if the correct Wdrd | am thinking of is honored or hoodwinked imgvbeen nominated to serve
out the remainder of Pat's term as PresidenteoSMC. In either case itis a privilege to bechelt is my intent to continue the
initiatives that Pat and the Board started and ectpgoon them so we can keep our spot as one @irémaier contest clubs in North
America if not worldwide.

A bit about myself maybe for those who can't reibgme at a hamfest. | was first licensed in 1@ith the call sign WNOPIR,
upgraded shortly there after to a WB and rece@@C in 1979. Like a good portion of you | handteaffic (QIN, ITN 9RN) and
chased DX (Need just an E4, VKOH and P5 to havethl) to reach where | am in the radio world tod@y first contest was SS
cw in 1974. | didn't really understand the natloamspect of the contest. | was talked into opegaby a couple of high school
friends (WB9IZL, WB9JVB now ADVX) to "compete" ithe East Gary SS championship. | think the chamgiip was won by
Fred with 32k points. | used a HW-16 with a hahdfiucrystals and a straight key. My first effexdnsisted of 84 Qs and 20 some

(Continued on page 5)
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NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Jun 22
By Eric , K9GY

ARRL Field Day 1800Z, Jun 23 to 2100Z, Jun 24

NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Jun 29

NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 13

IARU HF World Championship 12002, Jul 14 to 12004l 15
NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 20

NA QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Jul 21 to 0600Z, Jul 22

CQ Worldwide VHF Contest 18002, Jul 21 to 21004,2Ri
NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 27

ARRL UHF Contest 1800Z, Aug 4 to 1800Z, Aug 5

NA QSO Party, CW 1800Z, Aug 4 to 0600Z, Aug 5

WAE DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Aug 11 to 23597, Aug 12
ARRL 10 GHz & Up 0600 local, Aug 18 to 2400 localg 19
NA QSO Party, SSB 1800Z, Aug 18 to 0600Z, Aug 19

(Originally written in 2006 and now updated withGZ0info.)

Wow was that some contest or what...Special thanks ¢w my
XYL who let me get away to The Bahamas (twice)!dAteanks
to Mr. Kemp at the Nassau Palm Resort http://wwesaa-
hotel.com for allowing me full access to the roddrian,
C6AQQ / ND3F has operated from the hotel for CQ V@W's
in the past.

The adventure starts in Chicago

My flight from ORD to MIA got delayed 3hrs at ORDuel to
thunder/rain. | should of weighed the luggage bsedwas over-
weight by 6 pounds on both checked bags which teuh an

(Continued on page 6)
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B|aCk H0|e "j As one of the top contest clubs in the nation, wetioue to sponsg
plaques for a number of major contests including&wstakes, ARRL D
CQWW, and CQWPX, as well as make monetary donatiorke intereg

The Black Hole is published monthly of promoting radio sporting.
September through June, by The Society
Midwest Contesters. Permission for use of
materials is hereby granted on the gp
condition that credit is given to the source
those materials.

A few years ago we decided to eliminate the forthas of $10 per ye3
and instead maintain funds through member donatidiVe encourage 4
members to consider making an annual donationgalthb. Your generou
donations allow us to continue to expand our suppioradio sporting.

EDITOR You can make your donation two ways:

Brian Maves, K9QQ 1. Send a check, money order, or cash to:

Material for The Black Hole should be Zig Markowski - KMOM

forwarded to: 50 E. Eureka Drive
Lemont, IL 60439-3970

Membership in The Society of Midwes 2. Use Paypal and email your donation to dues@wasm.
Contestersis open to all persons with a bor
fied interest in amateur radio contesting.
club doesn't collect annual dues, but instg
funds everything through member donati
For more information contact one of

following officers:
‘U
BOARD O

Pat Barkey, N9RV
Jerry Rosalius, WB9Z OﬁICIal CaIIsign
Mike Wetzel, WORE
Scott Neader, KA9FOX of

Ron Feutz, KK9K The Society of Midwest Contesters
Sig Markowski, KM9M
Chad Kurszewski, WE9V
Paul Gentry, KOPG

Mark Obermann, AG9A
Ralph Bellas, K920

. 0 0
SECRETARY/TREASURER = A) /0 ((
Zig Markowski, KM9M

To get your SMC stuff, see the last page
CONTEST ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR ' the newsletter or visit the SMC website,
Vacant http://w9smc.com/merchandise.htm

AWARDS COORDINATOR WDIDCL
Chuck Schneebeli, KI9A . DAVEY PATTAT

SOCIETY OF MIDWEST CONTESTERS

Badges

)

*

Shirts
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Ed. Thanks to all the members who shared their Field Day plans. If you'rebking for a
place to do a little operating, look for a group in your area and see if you can join them.
Also, NOFCD sent along this link http://pages.ripco.net/~ormos/fd2007.htmlch shows
FD sites around lllinois.

City, St Location Club Name Cat Contact

Lake Forest, IL Northcroft Park North Shore RC 34 andy, k9or@arrl.net
Salina, KS Oakdale Park Central KS ARC, WOCY 2/ , Bidobm@n0obm.org
Quincy, IL South Park Western IL ARC 4A dpease@aslapt
Bloomington, IL I74 and 155 Central IL Contest ab¥ Assoc. ?2A k9zo@hotmail.com
Riverton, IL Riverton Middle Schogl Sangamon ValRgdio Club 6 or7A4 Don, w9ebk@warpnet.net
Indianapolis, IN Park, TBD Hoosier DX and Consi@&kub 2A Mel , kji9c@iquest.net
Wauconda, IL 260 Jamie Ln Unit D CorTek Radio Assc 3A Charlie, N9CO@aol.com
Raytown, MO 59th and Raytown Rdl  Raytown ARC 24 vBtkOou@comecast.net
Chippewa Co., WI[ Long Lake Home station 1B{1 K9AY
Savanna, IL Palisades State Park Palisades ARC 4é:r Mike, motte@aeroinc.net
Peoria, IL ICC North Campus Peoria-Area ARC 32:r John, n9msg@arrl.net
Carlinville, IL Carlinville Home station 1B KX9X
Elmhurst, IL 910 N. Addison Ave York Radio Club ? ORCD
Murphysboro, IL | Murphysboro Home station 1? KoQ&GRP)

L
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By Kevin Kaufhold, WOGKA

Status of VUAC. George, W9GIG and Kermit, W9XA, the¢
Central Division’'s VUAC representative, have set ap
reflector for VUAC activities. The reflector is signed to
provide Central Division ARRL members with access a
input on proposals at the VUAC level. If you ar€entral
Division League member interested in VHF conteksul
suggest that you participate. W9XA will forwardneco
ments to the VUAC for further consideration. Yoanc
sign up for access to the reflector by contactir@XA!.

So far in the process, a majority position as teeraule
changes has been tentatively established, buethdéntly

can change, depending upon input from the VHF comnju

nity via these Division level reflectors. The nétyp posi-
tion as of 4-27-07 is to:

Develop a new limited rover category for four banfd
rover operation;

Keep the regular rover category for all band rawer
eration;

Also develop a new unlimited rover class, appayentl
designed to put the pack rover operations intchavit
specifically banning pack roving practices;

Specifically allowing for APRS in rovers;

Amending the family rule to allow multiple callsofin
the same rover to be used by family members.

Allowing a non-op driver in rovers, as a safetyiss

No position has yet been established on non-ravanges,
but that may be forthcoming from the VUAC at somg
point. If you want exact wording of the proposates, it
is on the Kermit's reflector, along with very goadm-
mentary from several well-known central Division ¥H
contesters. See W9XA for access.

| do want to compliment W9GIG and W9XA for this &y
of communication (and W9FZ for hosting the list)cér-
tainly makes the process more transparent thantitast
and provides for ARRL member comment and inputngt a
earlier stage. Coupled with the VUAC survey that\pee-
viously done in November, 2006, no one should ke s
prised by whatever final proposals surface fromthiAC
level. Kermit is hoping that consensus will developong
Central Division League members, so that he cawortep
our reaction to the majority position that has bé&amu-
lated by VUAC. That may cause a change in the gsals
at the VUAC level. If you like or dislike the ab®ypropos-
als on rovers, please see W9XA!

) (&

By Ron Feutz,KK9K
Fellow Outlanders,

The SMC board is planning a major effort to reclém SS
gavel this year.

I have volunteered to coordinate out-of circle guyiso
want to travel in-circle to help the cause.

We will have a guest op/multi coordinator to findges for
you to operate.

For now, please just reply to me if you have angriest.

From a personal standpoint, | traveled to K9ZO&celto
do SSB last year, and we had a great time - alsten2a
sweeps and over 2300 Q's for the SMC.

Please give it some consideration, and it you tlyimk may
be interested, get back to me.

We have plenty of time to find you a place to opera
Thanks and 73,

Ron KK9K

%

By Zig Markowski, KM9M
Fellow SMC'ers,

It is time again to ask for your financial suppeid dues/
donations to support SMC.

Although it is not a requirement to pay dues or enakdo-
nation to be a member of SMC, the club does hakeah
need for funds to operate.

Sponsoring the SMC Suite at Dayton, supporting nemb
who have been selected as participants in WRTG)sspe
ing plaques for the various contests SMC does, att.
have a price tag.

The suggested amount for dues is $10 per year wiid
welcome any size donation, larger, or smaller.. Adde
welcome and appreciated!

If you care to pay using PayPal go to the bottonthef"
Join SMC Page " at:

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 1)
sections | believe. Thus started my addictionghjs From
humble beginnings

| did get a few congratulation messages after tiroance-
ment of my Presidency. | thank all of you for youate of
confidence. In particular a short email exchanggh w
Howie (or is it Howard?) K9KM sticks out. In ouriéf
conversation | mentioned that | hoped to cultiveatense of
community among the SMC members and this struc
chord with Howie. As he said it is not that we bmeers as
a group but we just don't really get together oregular
basis. We probably all belong to more than oneteaonna
radio organization. It is my goal that if someasks you
what club you belong to that your answer is "Thei&y of
Midwest Contesters" and not some other club as Yiostr
answer.

To borrow from a former US President and a curoamidi-

date, our sense of community will not be developgdne
person but will take a village. That means evesyspn on
the roster needs to contribute ideas, energy amel tiThese
activities don't necessarily take a great commitnben may
be as simple as going to a regional get togetharirgh
some stories or sending a short blurb to Brianirfolusion

in the next Black Hole. If we all do this then wél get to

know each other better and will feel that senseahmu-

nity along with having an "ownership" interest e tSMC.

To that end some more concrete requests and ckibhdss.
The meetings held near St. Louis by KI9A and Chichy
K9GY should be a become a permanent fixture. As Y
folks have the meetings someone take notes andafdry
them to Brian so we can't publish what we are dand
saying in the Black Hole. | know a few SMCers ¢t
gether near Michigan City still on the first Friday the
month. Let us know what's happening and who ithat
meeting. Between now and September | would likehe
member to talk to some other non SMC ham abouSt€
or even better yet make a presentation at a Idohl roeet-
ing. With the new ops out there when code was weti@s
a requirement there should be an untapped growmwtnats
to learn more about performance operating whichr & is
what we do best! Let me know who you talked to Hihd
send them personal invitation to join. | have cdtrmants
from some members to visit clubs near Bloomingtbrand
in Indy and spread the word but we need more oftgqain
in so our recruitment efforts cover our entire leirc

| believe it was mentioned that the Sultans warpdss the
torch of the Dayton suite on to a new group. Are/@ut
there feel that they are the host (or hostess) thithmost?
We will need someone to step up or the suitebwlhistory
next year. Although the SMC conducts much of hisi-
ness online which keeps expenses to a minimum ttdre
are reoccurring expenses that our club incurs.q(as,

WRTC stipends etc etc....) dues are not requirgdybur
donations once or twice a year are needed. Semddgma-
tions to Zig KM9M or click on the Join SMC link cthe
website and hit the donate button!

| guess that's about it for now. Watch the refleédr more
news to come between now and September. Withoalt y
help we will "get the band back together." Bazkét con-

a
Mike/AJOC (no not Mel)

(Continued from page 4)
http://www.w9smc.com/membership.htm

click on the "donate button" at the bottom of tlag@. No
need to fill out the membership application.

Or, if you prefer to write/mail a check, Please poutir call-
sigh somewhere on the check.

Make your check out to:
S.M.C. or Society of Midwest Contesters

mail the check to:

S.M.C.

; clo

f Zig Markowski - KM9M

50 East Eureka Dr.

Lemont, IL 60439-3970

Thanks for your consideration and continued supgirt
L SMC on behalf of the members and Board of Direttors
73,

Zig Markowski - KM9M

Secretary/Treasurer

L
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(Continued from page 1)

extra $125 for excess weight ($100 for the golecasd $25
for the regular suitcase). At the ORD security &peint
the wheelie bag with all the radio equipment wampietely
swabbed. | asked the dude how many of the teste egm
positive. His response was that only the first teas posi-
tive.

| arrived at MIA approx 2 am. In order to find tgate for
the MIA-NAS leg | had to call AA, hah! The airparioni-
tors were all off at that time. Luckily, | was alie get a
little sleep by laying across three sets.

In 2007, | decided to leave on Weds afternoon ahke &
direct flight instead of leaving Weds night andngsa con-
nection through Miami. That worked out well sincevas
able to check into the hotel by 5pm Weds and firsstup
by 4pm Thursday. Better yet | was able to take@abefore
the contest in 2007.

Will | ever get set up (2006)?

| purposely took an early Thursday morning flightNAS
in order to allow for more setup time. | arrivedtia¢ hotel
at 10:30am. Unfortunately the fifth floor was beirgmod-
eled. So | asked for a fourth floor room over tla portion
of the roof. The clerk said I'd have to wait unti2:30 or
1pm. My luggage was checked into the hotel stoeaga.

The previous day | checked with the licensing clerkn-
sure that she’d be there on either Thu or Fri. $sdd the
down time to walk over and pay for my license f@02-
2010. Unfortunately, | started walking without at H{eny
head is bald) or sunscreen. So | got some sureifirgt few
hours on the island.

Returning to the hotel around 1pm | was informadtt
there still was no room available yet. Eventuallgecided
to haul the golf case (used primarily for antennas}the
roof. Around 2pm | began assembling antennas. Soree
after 3pm | finally got a room.

Most of Thursday was taken up with setup work etc.
Mr. Murphy — Where are thee?

Invariably there are problems that occur. Hopefutgy

aren’t show stoppers. The biggest issue was the SWH
40m with the F12 antenna. | had set it up in thekpard at

home and got a 1.7:1 SWR although here it was\&ten

taking down the antenna on Sunday | realized whyeré

were two markings on the element length and | entlgle
incorrectly constructed the element spacing.

Another issue was that the SWR on the 80m dipoke inf&
nite. In talking to Jerry KE9I he mentioned thatswaost

likely a loose connection. | hadn’t used the 80poté since

sweepstakes 2002 (or maybe 2001) so anything wssi-po
ble with it by this time. It ended up being loosg Inuts on
the balun. Once those were tighten, it worked greaven-
tually used it on 40m sometimes in place of the.FA@st
note: It really was a 40m dipole which for somepsdurea-
son | thought it was an 80m dipole...doy! I've sineeided
to mark any antenna | make, hah!

While at Dayton (the previous weekend), Dennis KTBV
had mentioned that six meters was quite good. bte rmken-
tioned that The Bahamas are somewhat rare on 6rtheso
Cushcraft 3 element 6m beam was tossed into tHecgeé
in case there was some opening. Unfortunatelydlrever
tried out the FT-857d on 6m (or even 6m SSB). Théd3
had some kind of intermittent issue on 6m. | haslight it
was the microphone but the mic worked fine with Eie
817 (brought along for backup). The FT-817 endeteipg
the primary 6m radio for the duration of the trip.

Wow is this really 6 meters?

Ended up making over 400 contacts on 6m. Even wbeke
station near Green Bay, WI. Keith, WORM made ibitte
log too. | worked from OK to TX to FL up to Canada
Maine. It was amazing what 5 watts and a 3 elerheam
at 55’-65’ can do when you have a DX callsign.

| tried to speak fairly quickly in order to maxireioperating
time and work people before the band shifted. Selédmas
some of the old-timers must not have been used tbifa
style operation on VHF since some asked me to dlown,
hah!

Besides the contest operating, | had the most ftimém on
this trip. | just love the FT-817. It really caraglwhen the
stars align.

In 2007, the FT-857D was repaired for 6m operasonl
was all set for lots of 6m QSOs. The 6m openingevnot
as plentiful and | ended up with only 47 QSOs on @i
though the opening did extend into Canada! In otdene-
duce some weight in my baggage | left the 6m beam a
home. Instead, | used the 40m dipole on 6m whigmsel
to work aok.

Rules...What rules?

Umm, well | guess | should of looked over the ruekittle
closer in case | had questions. | had no interoetss from
the room. Local places charged $6/hr to use thenst.

| had to take 12 hrs off time during the conte’sh lised to
the WAE rules which only allows for a maximum ofeh
off times in 12 hrs. | believe each one has to b@r@amum
of a half hour. The WPX rules just stated to taRehburs
off. Umm, does that mean a 10-12 min break canttouh

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Oh. A copy of the rules is always a good idea, hah!

It would have been great to run USA on 40m durhmgday
like sweepstakes. They would count for 4 point¢eiad of
the 2 or 3 pointers | could get on 20-10m. It wageat con-
cept from my viewpoint but USA stations don't waot
work one pointers (other USA stations) on 40m whey
can work 2 or 3 pointers on 20-10m, hah!

Let the contest begin

I had hoped to take a 1-1/2 nap in the mid to ddternoon
on Friday before the contest started. | just wasingd
enough. In addition, most of the afternoon was spaxing
fun on 6m. In the back of my head | wondered whethis
was going to be a strategic downfall.

Started out on 40m due to the higher QSO pointuge?m.
It was rough going with noise and a higher thampéal
SWR. At 01z | switched to 20m. Wow! The band is ol
ping! Made lots of QSOs on 20m and made up for sloste
ground. Eventually | returned to 40m to hear thsexdvad
quieted down. At 07z 20m was still going stronfated to
take a rest at that time but | knew | wouldn’t g@ far in
the contest if | didn’t get some rest.

Saturday was a memorable day as the rates weringeamy
occupied. At 22z Saturday, 15m was open to EU &ndtJ
the same time. | thought we were near the bottorthef
solar cycle? Late in the day on Saturday and intod3y
zulu time | had a three hour run on 20m, whewhJ&(fE9I

called right around the beginning of the run so Eore he
has some insight from the other end. It was greatdrk

him from The Bahamas.

On Sunday morning | planned to place a breakfaftrosind

have it delivered to the room so that | could kepprating.

| ate a little later than usual so | ordered theaktand eggs
to try something different. It was actually preggod too!

Also found out that Clif bars are good to eat dyrine con-

test http://www.clifbar.com/

As to be expected Sunday was slower rate wise Sadur-
day. My room looked out into the Atlantic and | watde to
see the cruise ships and boats come and go. I'ymarat at
home so with the rates being slower, | headed arua fiog.
In addition, | was still searching for an artistdi@aw a paint-
ing for my QSL cards.

Also as usual for Sunday is bad packet spots. AHl sud-
den | started to work a fair amount of dupes. Owene
thought | was C6AQN...So | figured that out and sempt m
call three times in a row in order to get the gilestraighten
out.

| thought someone was pulling my leg when | copi

ed

UA3LID (short for U-A-LID). It ended up being a li&g
QSO based on the flow of the contact. | hated ve gut the
number 666 (sign of the beast) or 911. It's sillknbw but
there is some psychology to it, isn’t there?

Some memorable mults are China, Korea, Kuwait, radst
lia, Norfolk Is, Hong Kong, and Palmyra.

On Sunday, the A/C started to sound like an old WW2
bomber plane. | figured by the time maintenance ecam
check it out and actually fix it | would have begone. So |
decided to just deal with it. In 2007, there waastant 10-
20 mph winds. | was located in a corner room withdews
on two walls. So | never used the A/C.

| took a quick look at 6m during a slower time am8ay to
hand out some QSOs.

If 1 took my score for 2006 and placed it in theD30top
scores it would have placed 9th in the Word for 824
category. So we’ll see how the other folks did tyesr. (I

P ended up placing 7th in the world for SOAB-LP ir080

160 80 40 20 15 10 Totals
2006 O 0 434/173 852/3836/108 112/21 1874/665
2007 O 139/64 490/228 753/218 /123 26/5  1531/534

Funny thing about the WPX is that the top scores fo
SOAB-LP are mixed in with the SOAB-LP (Triband/dimg
element). Kind of strange that CQ makes a sepasdégory
for them and then decides to group them back tegdtn a
top score listing!

Will | ever get back?

My XYL had mentioned how hot the Nassau airportist
some reason | did not remember that from our previo
trips. Well she was definitely correct. It was ez hot in
the terminal, ouch! Initially the flight was schded to
leave on time. We lined up at the gate only torlae told
that ORD had weather issues. | was able to beififite to
board, which was advantageous in placing the aamry-
wheelie bag with the radios.

We eventually boarded the plan although | wastk Idis-
tressed to learn that I'd have to check the whdwig at the
plane door. | asked the stewardess whether | qualtk the
bag in the onboard compartment. She agreed buBdhe-
mian baggage loader made a big deal out of megrton
take my carry-on inside the plane when others bacheck
theirs. It seemed the stewardess didn't have (oit veause)
any authority over the baggage handlers.

Once everyone was finally on board the plane, Irfoe@rd
the pilot asking a lady about what exactly she $&id about
drinking. Well it turns out that the pilots had get cleared
from flight operations before we could leave. To®kdelay

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

at NAS was 1-1/2 hours.

Fortunately in 2006 my baggage was not weighedhat
Nassau airport. Unfortunately in 2007, they werégived! |

knew | was in trouble when | saw the large scatd thas
perfectly visible upon entry into the terminal. #etn 2006
and 2007, | paid a total of $250 in overweight kg
charges. So the plan for the future is to find sstgage
facility to hold the antennas and coax as theytlaeeheavi-
est of the baggage.

In 2007, there were no flight delays to speak ofted was
enjoyable. | purchased a Pelican case that wag oarsize.
Although due to the small size of the aircraft ttase got
checked at the airplane ramp. The vibrations from dir-
plane trip loosened the CW/SSB filters in the radi@ a
screw on the top of the radio!

What's Next?

Next year | might have to shift things around #dit!'ll
probably have some travel to Texas and Germanyvifiat
shift my contest plans around. | definitely enjbye texperi-
ence. The people of The Bahamas are very friendtly &
joy to talk to. At some point I'll progress to getf into the
big league of doing the CQ WW CW from C6A. I'd ale
to do a VHF contest from there also.

No worries Mon!

—t

L
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SMC Stuff
SMC Clip-on Badge
by NV5A . KC9FD

The SMC logo appears at the top-center
of the badge in black and white. Your
call sign, first name and city & state SOCIETY OF MIDWEST
appear in dark blue. The SMC name
badge as shown with the slot & strap
with swivel alligator clip, but there are Club badges can be obtained by sending a check for
other choices. $5.50 to:

Price: $14.50 (includes s&h). Midwest Engraving Ph: 414-228-8654
6657 N. Sidney Place Fax: 414-228-8655

Order now fromThe SignMan Glendale, Wi 53209

Visit his full color web page to see other

items you can get with the SMC Logo: Be sure to note that it is for a “Black Hole” badge

and please allow a couple weeks for delivery.

www.thesignman.com/color/

SMC Shirts

SMC short-sleeve Polo shirts
are available in two styles:
white shirt with “SMC” in
black and “name and call” in
blue lettering as shown below,
or red shirt with black
lettering. The cost is $20,
including shipping. You can
email your orders to
AD9P@swbell.net (Al) or
NOUXQ@swbell.net (Sandy)

> The Black Hole page 10



1 Member/New Member Informatlon}(
Update Form

Name:

Call:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please send updates to:

JON OGDEN, NA9D
905 SURREY LN
ALGONQUIN IL 60102-2058

The Society of Midwest Contesters
Brian Maves, K9QQ

1322 Engle Creek Dr.

O’Fallon, IL 62269

FIRST CLASS MAIL

L
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