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By Kevin Kaufhold, WOGKA

Initial log entries and claimed scores for SMChistyear's Sweeps are encouraging. We are someahé¥#d of last year on
both CW and PH log entries, and are projected tatbeast 20% ahead of last year on club aggrqmatds. Considering that
we are still at the bottom of the solar cycle, thase solid increases. Many bigger stations tumeakry impressive results.
We also saw the return of many smaller stationshhae not been on for several years. Our logpaiict aggregates may be in
the range of 2004 club numbers, so we are definitelving “back up the hill”.

| should have more definite results by the end e€@&@nber. For right now, club members can see SMithel scores at the
members page of the club web-site. Once we olotaire information, | will post a more extensive suany with charts and
graphs, in the members area.

Results this year can serve as a “base-line” ferclab. From here, the real question becomes taitv the individual club
members and the club as a whole can improve fram h&an each of us better our scores next yean?v8aget on both week-

(Continued on page 3)
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2008 SS Log Deadlines
CW: 03Z Wed Dec 3, 2008
SSB: 03Z Wed Dec 17, 2008

By Patrick Hoppe, WW9R

Whose party you might ask? The state QSO pantetha
parties we are going to rock in 2009. In an efforincrease
activity by SMC, we are going to actively participan
state QSO parties in 2009. These parties hold thomgefor

everyone:

- Most include both CW and SSB operation

- Some include FM operation

- HF and in some cases VHF & UHF

- Mobile Ops activating rare counties

- Short time commitment, typically an afternoon

- An opportunity to get on the air and contest
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(Continued on page 3)
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B|aCk H0|e "j As one of the top contest clubs in the nation, wetioue to sponsg
plaques for a number of major contests including&wstakes, ARRL D
CQWW, and CQWPX, as well as make monetary donatiorke intereg

The Black Hole is published monthly of promoting radio sporting.
September through June, by The Society
Midwest Contesters. Permission for use of
materials is hereby granted on the gp
condition that credit is given to the source
those materials.

A few years ago we decided to eliminate the forthas of $10 per ye3
and instead maintain funds through member donatidiVe encourage 4
members to consider making an annual donationgalthb. Your generou
donations allow us to continue to expand our suppioradio sporting.

EDITOR You can make your donation two ways:

Brian Maves, K9QQ 1. Checks or money orders made payable to SMC:

Material for The Black Hole should be SMC

forwarded to:
c/o Zig Markowski - KMOM

50 E. Eureka Drive
Membership in The Society of Midwes Lemont, IL 60439-3970

Contestersis open to all persons with a boil-1i > yse Paypal and email your donation to donatie@@nc.com.
fied interest in amateur radio contesting.

club doesn’t collect annual dues, but instg
funds everything through member donati
For more information contact one of

following officers:
BOARD / O $)

Pat Barkey, N9RV
Jerry Rosalius, WB9Z OﬁICIal CaIIsign
Mike Wetzel, WORE
Scott Neader, KA9FOX of

Kevin Kaufold, WOGKA The Society of Midwest Contesters
Zig Markowski, KM9M
Chad Kurszewski, WE9V
Paul Gentry, KOPG

Mark Obermann, AG9A
Ralph Bellas, K920

SECRETARY/TREASURER ~ $) $ '11
Zig Markowski, KM9M

To get your SMC stuff, see the last page
CONTEST ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR ' the newsletter or visit the SMC website,
Vacant http://w9smc.com/merchandise.htm

AWARDS COORDINATOR WDIDCL
Chuck Schneebeli, KI9A . DAVEY PATTAT

SOCIETY OF MIDWEST CONTESTERS

Badges
2

Shirts
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(Continued from page 1)

ends? More power? Higher wires or beams next yézaf
we get other friends to join the club? Can we giieo
members back on the air? How about developingcanse
effort from an unused club call? Or maybe a muligke

run? These are the questions that we should begskir-

selves and thinking through as we plan for next.yea

Planning is very important at this stage, as ite@pp that we
have closed the gap on the other clubs. We stilé lsasub-
stantial way to go before we are back in the hont“fop

dog”, but 20% + gains in the club aggregate bringghat
much closer.

Please remember the log submission deadline datés !
CW logs are due Dec. 3, 2008 at 0300 UTC.
PH logs are due Dec. 17, 2008 at 0300 UTC.

If you are having any troubles at all with log subsions,
please contact me. The robot is working very we# year,
with no problems being reported. All of difficuleclub
members have encountered so far stem from comfnger
ging programs. | have sorted through several loggiiffi-
culties so far, and we have been able to get eviagytinto
the robot. Please let me know if you are having aiob-
lems on your logs.

And, please remember to list the full club nametlom log
entry. The club will not receive credit for youwrose if you
don't list our name !!! Remember to enter withciedy of
Midwest Contesters.

Thanks for all the logs this year.

(Continued from page 1)

There have been a number of good emails and magazin
articles about the importance of practicing our testing
skills and getting your call recognized by otheeigtors.

Call sign recognition is huge. How many of us amsky
spot WIORE, WB9Z, AJ9C, or KX9X to name a few. hca
pick their call signs out at 40+ wpm from a croweahd.
Not because | am a crack CW Op but because | hear t
call signs in every contest. The need to pradscsome-
thing that is often overlooked. But if we are gpito get
better as operators and as a club, we need tongteoair
more often.  The slower pace and the groupeditotaf
the bulk of operators give you a chance to focusyour
operating technique. This is also an excellent dppdy to
try SO2R operation. | for one would like to moeeSO2R
operation but | don’'t want to experiment during afythe
contests that | usually operate in. The state @& is the
perfect training ground for SO2R operation.

In addition, by participating in a state’s QSO pante will
spread good will. Folks take their state QSO partiery
seriously. Folks that don't normally don’t operatecon-
tests will come out to play. Folks new to contagtivill use
their state QSO party first to get their feet wdf. they
throw a party and the SMC shows up in mass, ourcjza-
tion will be greatly appreciated. We might alsokpip new
members along the way. Remember those operatarsone
contesting | mentioned earlier? If they see uskingr their
QSO party, they just might check out our club.

A calendar listing the state QSO parties for 2089 been
posted on the SMC website. Let's make a concextfenit

to participate in these state QSO parties. Wowh @D0+
members if 10% showed up at each one, think ofrtipact
we would have. If you don't have a lot of time dpare,
then support the states where our club members live

This is an opportunity for each of us to hone diltss pro-
mote good will, and pick up some new members akbieg
way. | hope you can join us as we Rock Their Party
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Mike, VP2V/KONW

“20M dipole configured as 1/4 wave vertical. Half of it going diagonallynito the nearby tree.
The other half laid out as a radial. Being right on the beaclsurely helped. Simple but fairly
effective on 15m, 17m, 20m, 30m with help from the radio's tune Good enough for 3078
QSOs over the course of a week, mostly a couple hours in theming and a couple hours in
the evening.” Mike was in VP2V for WW SSB.

Ralph, K9ZO/YN

Ralph warming up for WW CW from YN2Z.
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Tower 1 is a 72-foot self-supporter of uncertaiigior It is built in the Pirod style, but does r@ve solid rod legs. I'll ad-
mit to being surprised at how solid it is for climb, which I've done a couple times since it wasypu This tower has the
mast and HDR-300 rotator in place, but | need &ckhuning on the 2el 40M beam and Cushcraft X@teeihstalling
them permanently. There is a sidearm with ropefauitky at 70 feet.

Tower 2 is 100 feet of Rohn 25, guyed at 32-64€38.fThe guys are part Phillystran (about 60% ef¢mgth) and the res
EHS with a couple insulators to avoid resonanttlengrhis is primarily my 160-meter tower, so ibase insulated and
has a hexagonal top hat of wires supported by3ift. fiberglass quad spreaders found in my stdsintenna parts.

—

This winter, I'm putting down temporary radials#if7 aluminum electric fence wire. One of next yeprbjects is an ex-
tensive buried ground system with attachment pdortuture experiments such as an 80M 4-squad60M parasitic
reflectors. This tower has rope-and-pulley at 38,favhich will be used to hoist wires for specifintests, as well as for
antenna experiments.

The towers are only 120 feet apart, so when thenbeae installed, Tower 1 will need to be de-tuttedvoid becoming
part of an unwanted 160M or 80M directional array.

KOAY (left) and WIQWI (right) pose at the bottom tife
new 72-foot tower.

Tower 1 has been set on its anchor bolts andustfinished detaching the lifting sling. Total cea

time on the job site was less than an hour, séotia¢ door-to-door crane rental was just 2.0 hoars,
very economical way to get things done. Self-supipgitowers are great, once you've accepted the
size of the foundation hole and the price of theccete to fill it!

> The Black Hole page 5



+% % 40,5 67

100 ft. of Rohn 25G stayed pretty straight whetedifat the 70|

foot point. This photo provides a good look at tapacity hat on
this tower.

WI9WI, KOAY and K9MA guide the tower onto the p
pin base. The base insulator (courtesy of WOAIH) ha
problem supporting this light tower. We're dressed

the cold, but it was really quite nice WX at 40Fight
sunshine and minimal wind.

We're tensioning the last guy wire before | climblee tower to unhook the lifting sling and let #rane leave. This
is the view from my driveway toward the north.
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SMC Stuff
SMC Clip-on Badge
by NV5A ‘ KCgFD

The SMC logo appears at the top-center
of the badge in black and white. Your
call sign, first name and city & state SOCIETY OF MIDWEST
appear in dark blue. The SMC name
badge as shown with the slot & strap

with swivel alligator clip, but there are Club badges can be obtained by sending a check for
other choices. $5.50 to:

Price: $14.50 (includes s&h). Midwest Engraving Ph: 414-228-8654
6657 N. Sidney Place Fax: 414-228-8655

Order now fromThe SignMan Glendale, Wi 53209

Visit his full color web page to see other

items you can get with the SMC Logo: Be sure to note that it is for a “Black Hole” badge

and please allow a couple weeks for delivery.

www.thesignman.com/color/
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1 Member/New Member Informatlon}(
Update Form

Name:

Call:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please send updates to:

Zig Markowski - KMOM
50 E. Eureka Drive
Lemont, IL 60439-3970

The Society of Midwest Contesters
Brian Maves, K9QQ

1322 Engle Creek Dr.

O’Fallon, IL 62269

FIRST CLASS MAIL

L
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