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By Mike Kasrich, AJ9C

Contest season is here along with cold rainy weathise CQWW SSB weekend. | hope all of you haveryantenna projects in
order. | know of few of you who are still gettitigings back together. By now all or a BIG majoifyyou should have been con-
tacted by Kevin W9GKA regarding your sweepstakespl As a club we will have a good level of atyivaut I'm not sure if it will
be championship level. Time will tell of cours&he big hint for SS is to keep your butt in theichd he longer you are there the
more contacts you make. | have a modest goal whfahe club score above 10M points from therecas build. WE NEED
YOU to talk up the SMC to the locals and recruiteav member or two. If not for this SS, then foxrtngear.

In Board news, Ron, KK9K, has stepped down fromlibard. Thanks Ron for all your work and inputtb@ board. | am very
pleased to announce that Kevin, W9GKA, has accegmedvitation to serve on the board for a 3 yeamt | can't say enough posi-
tive things about Kevin's “dive right in” attituder VHF/UHF and SS. Kevin is instrumental in gegtithe SMC involved in the
Central States VHF Conference for 2009. Thanksnagavin for all your work and | am looking forward working with you
through my term as president!

In other news the SMC is in need of your donatioRer several years now we have not had a duegreegent and operating costs
have been covered, for the most part. Howeverethas been a downward trend in the treasury. F@mtill the end of the year |

would like to earmark funds for plagque sponsorshipwon't take much. If each member donated $5mwald have a large war

chest for plaques. If you normally donate $10ktabout $15, with a $5 earmark for plagues.

(Continued on page 15)

By Ray, K9DUR

This was my 1st time going portable for the ILQPad a very BAD
experience in the INQP last May (1 QSO), but a netenna system

fixed that for ILQP. CW logs: December 5, 2007

Except for the 4-hour drive home pulling a campediiiving rain, the Phone |OgS: December 19’ 2007

weekend was WONDERFUL. Cave-In-Rock State Paskhbeautiful
park & there are a lot of things to do & see in $herounding area.

http://www.arrl.org/contests/rules/2007/novss.htmi

(Continued on page 3)
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B|aCk H0|e "‘j As one of the top contest clubs in the nation, wetioue to sponsg
plaques for a number of major contests including&wstakes, ARRL D
CQWW, and CQWPX, as well as make monetary donatiorke intereg

The Black Holeis published monthly of promoting radio sporting.

September through June, by The Societ
Midwest Contesters. Permission for use of
materials is hereby granted on the s
condition that credit is given to the source
those materials.

instead, maintain funds through member donatioWe encourage
members to consider making an annual donationgeltfb. Your genero
donations allow us to continue to expand our suppioradio sporting.

A few years ago, we decided to eliminate formalsdag$10 per year, a%

You can make your donation two ways:

EDITOR
Brian Maves, K9QQ 1. Send a check, money order, or cash to:

Material for The Black Hole should be| Zig Markowski - KMOM
forwarded to: 50 E. Eureka Drive

Lemont, IL 60439-3970

Membership in The Society of Midwes 2. Use Paypal and email your donation to donatv@&nc.com.
Contestersis open to all persons with a borg
fied interest in amateur radio contesting.
club doesn't collect annual dues, but instd
funds everything through member donati
For more information contact one of
following officers:

BOARD

Pat Barkey, N9RV
Jerry Rosalius, WB9Z 101 i
Ve Wotce!. WORE Official Callsign
Scott Neader, KA9FOX of
Kevin Kaufold, WOGKA : :
Sig Markowski, KMOM The Society of Midwest Contesters
Chad Kurszewski, WE9V
Paul Gentry, KOPG

Mark Obermann, AG9A
Ralph Bellas, K920

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Zig Markowski, KM9M

CONTEST ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR To get your SMC stuff, see the last pagg
Vacant : the newsletter or visit the SMC website,
AWARDS COORDINATOR http://mwww.w9smc.com/merchandise.htr
Chuck Schneebeli, KI9A . WDIDCL

SOCIETY OF MIDWEST CONTESTERS
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(Continued from page 1)

We set up our camper in one of the highest elewatio
campsites in the park campground. It just happémde
directly across the road from the

showerhouse/restrooms.
from K1CRA which

| have a 21-ft telescopiast

sits in a flagpole mount secured under one of tileiliz-
ing jacks for the camper. On top is a 144/440 MHwle
& a dipole mount for a pair of HamStick-type antasn |
took antennas for 75m, 40m, & 20m with me. | habke
everything up on Saturday evening & made contattsllo
3 bands to make sure everything was working.

On Sunday the weather was so nice that | set wgidsut
Had to fight the wind during the daylight hours &cdto

juggle a flashlight after dark. (I didn't thinkalt a lamp
‘cause | wasn't planning on operating outdoorst) iBwas
a LOT more enjoyable than being cramped in our kmal
camper.

Started out on 20m. After 1st contact found oat th
N1MM thought | was an Indiana station & wouldnt fee
log exchange for other states. Took about 15-2utas

to hack a fix & get back into the fray. | madeQ2 on
20m SSB before moving to 40m. Shoulda stayed om 20
a bit longer to try to snag

2 more DX stations. Oh well, | am still learning§pent
the next 3-1/2 hours on 40m SSB before moving to 75
for the rest of the contest. Pam, KC9JMA, tookrdhe
microphone (I was control op) during the last holithe
contest & she snagged several new counties. Hextale

> The Black Hole page 3



Don, W9EBK operating the Sangamon Valley Radio GM9DUA) station from Sangchris State Par
during the 2007 lllinois QSO Party. The operatingifion is inside the Citizen's Emergency Responge
Team (CERT) trailer owned by the City of SpringfielFire Department. Each year the SVRC goes port-
able to Sangchris State Park to offer up dual goargdit (Sangamon and Christian) during the QSO
Party. A number of SVRC members are also SMC mesnber

(Continued from page 3)
stations thank us for activating Hardin Countysute is
nice to feel wanted.

Final numbers were:
20m =12 SSB Q's
40m =51 SSB Q's
75m =54 SSB Q's
Total Q's = 117

27 states, 3 provinces, 34 counties, & 3 DX faotaltof 67
multipliers.

Total score = 7,839

Not stellar by any means, but | feel it is respelgtdor my
1st time out with the new setup.

Pam & | definitely plan on making the trip to CaveRock
State Park again next year.

% $
By Chad, WE9V

Ed. Chad posted this to the reflector a coupleyeao,
but the advice is worth repeating.

If you submit a computer generated log, make duiein
Cabirillo format. In the past we've had problemshwogs
that didn’t have the proper header information,.etdost
common logging programs produce the proper forimat,
make sure you double check it.

Make sure the club name is spelled out as "Sooieyid-
west Contesters” If it's blank, we don't get crtiedin gen-
eral, everyone does very well here. The only mobls
that some people have "SMC" or the combinationathb
The ARRL robot will now puke if you don't do it cor
rectly...the name spelled out and no abbreviations.

You cannot log any stations at 0300z on Sundaytnigh
The ARRL says the contest actually ends at 02%9ith a
text editor, simply change those 0300 to read 0259.

PLEASE, check your computer's time AND DATE before
the start of the contest.
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By Bill Smith WOVA

tenna solutions. Shortly thereafter came Carl telsthwab,
KI9LA, with his annual update on propagation, indhggdfore-
casts for upcoming Cycle 24.

The 55th annual WODXCC Convention happened in Elere were many other programs, and you can seéuthe
Grove Village, IL the weekend of September 14 ahd (lline-up at the convention website www.w9dxcc.comfhis

Great attendance with total registrations over 25@ 190
at the Saturday night banquet, the largest tursmge the
W9DXCC 50th Anniversary Celebration in 2002. Lofs
SMC’ers on hand, both in the audience and on thidupm

year we had for the first time Special Event Statw9D,
which was operated from the convention site usipgmEment
provided by Yaesu and ZeroFive Antennas. The caiime
featured prizes from almost 40 donors, including @rand

The first program Saturday morning was SMC Diredtdtrize of a Yaesu FT950, donated by Yaesu, and féieR
Ralph Bellas K9ZO with the Raoul Island ZL8R DXpedliPrize of an ICOM IC 7000, donated by ICOM. Our dpaet

tion show. Later in the morning came the ARRL Foyriled
by our ARRL Central Division Vice Director Howie IHt:
ington, K9KM, and including Dave Patton, NN1N, a SM

member and formerly active Black Hole contester &9

and KW9KW. The first program following the luncihelak
was SMC’er and low band antenna guru Gary Breed¥9
with a presentation on loop arrays as midsize vecan-

speaker was Glenn Johnson, W@GJ, who reported ®n th
VU7RG Lakshadweep Islands DXpedition and Hamfest.

The WIDXCC convention is an ARRL sanctioned event
sponsored by the Northern lllinois DX AssociatiorMark

ayour calendars now for WODXCC 2008 — September @82

the Holiday Inn in Elk Grove Village, lllinois.

Gary, K9AY, at the podium Carl, K9LA, is a regular at Ralph, K9ZO0, at the podium
during his presentation on loop WODXCC. Everyone look sharing his experiences fronj
arrays as midsize low band re; forward to his annual propa- the Raoul Island, ZL8R,
ceiving solutions. gation updates. DXpedition.

Jerry, WB9Z, and his QSL

Mike, AJ9C, wins a prize. Dave, N9FN, picks up a prize

manager Patti, AF9H
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By NSIE

Twas the night before Sweep Stakes and all throlgh
bands, not a signal was Q'ing, not even VE-land.

The dipole was hung by oak trees with care, In bdpat all
80 would hear me out there.

The rigs were all ready their LED's glowed red, &/m-
sions of plaques and awards ran through my head.

And my Elmer in the kitchen, and | in my FISTS shitad
just finished arguing who would come in first.

When out in the yard the arose such a clatter,preng
from the table to see what was the matter.

Away to screen door | ran like a flash, Caughtdture cor-
ner and my leg got a gash.

The sparks of the power lines and the new fallpolédi
Gave the luster of mid-day as we both said "Oh no".

When what to our wondering eyes should we see bodg
of a dead squirrel at the base of the tree.

With little time left we had to act quick, | knevwght then
we needed our friend Nick.

More rapid that code we called and he came, Heghtou
over his buddies and yelled out there names.

"Now Bubba! Now Fred! get the rope and start swayin
Come on John! stop that Ralph, put down that sejusnnd

stop playing!
To the top of the trees! tie them ropes well,"
Bubba broke wind, and Fred nearly fell!

As dry leaves crackle and cold winds fly, When theget
with an obstacle, obscenities flew, So up to thegrand the
roof the cursers ran quick, With a hand full oflfp@xcept
for Nick.

And then in a twinkling, | heard on the roof Thigping
and scraping of shingles that was loose.

As | covered my mouth, and was turning around, Déwen
chimney came

Nick with a thud to the ground.

He was covered in leaves from his head to his faist,
clothes were all ripped and smeared with soot.

He landed on his back, just missed the front stBap he
managed to land right in my dogs poop.

His eyes glassed over, his expression not meriy, Hi
cheeks were like roses, in his nose was stuckrg!ber

His mouth was drawn up as tight as a bow, Therphe s
out two teeth right in the snow.

The stump of his cigar he had in his teeth, Was now
lodged in hair and smoked like a wreath.

He brushed it out; it fell to his round belly, As bussed it
shook like a bowl full of jelly.

He was a sight like a plump jolly elf,
And | laughed as | saw him in spite of myself.

A twitch of his and a twist of his head, He gavearieok
| knew | would dread.

He spoke not a word and went back to work, He lget t
dipole up and muttered "there you jerk".

Laying his fingers aside his sore nose, He told meed
him some new close.

He sprang to his pickup and gave his team a whiatid
away they flew down the driveway like the down dhes-
tle.

But | heard him exclaim as his tires squealed dilfgg,
"Good luck tomorrow, and | left the squirrel on yoig"!

%)

by Steve Dubberstein, KOWO (Originally ran in Mgr//89)

“So, you gonna do the contest? Gonna put in a full
effort?” Yes, the contest actually begins befdre ¢tlock
rolls over and the KW'’s kick in. I'm talking abothose
pre-contest mind games that go on to try to “psywiir
opponent out. Now admit it, we all do it to a edmt
degree.

But before discussing the proper methods of psydicédl
contesting, we need to profile the master. I'magjey of
our own beloved ARRL Central Division Vice Director
Howie Huntington, KOKM.

for years | have attended the NIDXA suites in Seqixer,
only to listen to Howie talk about “Howie he is totd to
do another SS” or “how his kid has a soccer gana¢ th

(Continued on page 9)
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by Charlie Ocker, N9CO

This document is a crude first attempt at sharomes of the
best Sweepstakes operating practices that havesaidok
SMCers. It started, quite simply enough, at a Shaering
in late summer, when | asked the assembled gro@thehor
not a Sweepstakes "Cookbook" would be useful. The
overwhelming response was positive. Since | pitesitie
question, it was only fitting that | "volunteer" paut this thing
together. A query on the SMC reflector broughtHa few
responses. Not as many as I'd like, but it iset.st

I'd really like to see this document be modified aipdated as
needed. It's success and usefulness ultimategndispupon
you. | welcome any and all input to further thifog along.

Sweepstakes, to many of us, is a very special sbnfor me
personally, it has always been one of my favoriepecially
the CW event. It remains the premier domesticesintlit's
long and complicated exchange (some might add gonin
brings forth the best in copying ability, espegidiue now in
the age of extensive log cross checking. Sweegstdéiesn't
require a major station to be effective. Low, siepand
cheap antennas often will perform as well as @oime cases
better than the "big stuff'. There are multipléecpries to
compete in, QRP, low, and high power. There's ev8mgle
Op Assisted category for those who just can't sieeoperate
without the Packet Cluster running. But you alseldew
this, right?

My initial focus in this document is directed to#e who
want to get on and "help the club” win another Swstakes
gavel. It may be helpful to those of you who hdabbled in
SS before, but not too seriously. It may evemib@ mative
to those who gave it a good effort, but fell shafryour goals
(who hasn’t??). For those who "have it down tgiarxe",
maybe this document will spur you on to offer some
suggestions/tips/etc. of your own.

One of the first things that a prospective SS'edsdo do is
to access his or her level of participation. Da y@nt to go
all out or part time? Are you new to the SS oryare an old
pro at it? What do you want to achieve? Thesalire
guestions that each of us has to answer. The sapi@us you
are about operating SS, the more you have to pdpait.

This is not to say that everyone has to "go theadee" in this
contest, quite the opposite. Serious SS participaakes a
major commitment in time that not everyone hase €an
have a heck of a lot of fun and contribute someatale
points to the Club's effort with only a modest leakactivity.

The math is pretty easy... QSOs x 2 x number ofsnuf
you were to make only 300 QSOs and, say, 70 nthlis's
40k points for the Club. With around 200 memb#rs,
everyone didnly this.... that's nearly 8 million points, per
mode, or 16 million points combined — which in if$s a
new record! 300 QSOs can be made quite easilyparta
time effort. Obviously there are those who wilbse much
higher than 40k points, so that will increase dubdotal
dramatically.

I've always viewed SS as being two contests, wi¢imiical
formats, run one after the other. The first "cetités the
first 12 hours, the second being the next 18 hours.
Somewhere in the second "contest" | have to takeuss
of off time. The first 12 hours of SS will be thest, rate
wise. Very rarely will you see rate the seconchdfrs that
are better or even match the rate of the first@Re can
even take this a bit further and split the firstiidurs of SS
into 6 hour segments. Indeed, it has been samrd¢@by
K5ZD in NCJ about 10 years ago, | believe) thaty/'an
QSOs lost in the first 6 hours can never be made up

Analyzing some past SS logs of mine has revealptkso
truth to these statements. Approximately 60% efttial
QSOs were made in the first 12 hours, and apprdgima
35% of the total QSOs were made in the first 6 bour
Perhaps you would have some different percentéged||
bet that these are close. A couple of these logfam
multi-ops; the others are single op, 1 radio.

One of the most important strategy issues thatwitiu
make is which band you will start out on. Make wWreng
choice, and you will loose valuable time and Qs to
find the "right" band. Many ops that respondedip
initial query choose to start on the highest bdrad is
open. At this point in the sunspot cycle (20063t more
than likely to be 10 meters. Be careful, thoudhe
highest band open may not be the best choice. dlike
decisions of strategy, it just "depends". Depestgour
antennas. Do you have a single tribander? Ifisw, high
is it? 70" or more is probably too high for 10main
domestic contest to have a "commanding"” signamay
even be too high for 15. Here is where a low trdex (or
monobander) comes in very handy. Even with the low
antenna, it depends. Depends upon propagationl 0@
at 2100z, W6 should be very strong. But if theaBés
working 2's and you can't seem to get anythinggdimen
10m is not the place to be. The band is long.elidahe
Black Hole, for a domestic contest, we want 10rhdo
short! In fact, we want all the bands to be shénthade
this very mistake last year. After adding 30'afér, my
THG6 is at 85' instead of 55'. | started off on 1@atiowing
the "highest band open" strategy. | couldn't ggtlaing
going, and spent way too much time there tryingth\wy
station, | would have been better off starting@utl5 or

(Continued on page 8)
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20. In fact, once | did make it down to 20, my Qs
increased noticeably.

Another strategy question concerns running vscheand
pounce in the first few hours. Opinions here vavuch of
this will be dictated by your station and your kkds an
operator. Personally, I've always had better natesing
than S&Ping, but this is not to say that very goatgs can't
be had by S&Ping. |tend to run because | am batte
running than S&Ping. With a modest antenna and/ayou
should be able to run anytime you want in the fiGhours
of SS and achieve good rates.

Knowing when to QSY is very important in SS, esphgiif
you have only 1 rig.

You must always be aware of the band changes, avel d
sense of where the crowd is, and where they argygorhis
can be a tough real-time decision. Your first dadion will
be that your rate is falling off. Is your rate gping because
the band is changing, because the other statien@&ling,
or is it because you aren't doing something righ&fore |
leave a band, | usually will leave my run frequeaog do a
bit of search and pounce. If the band feels "figtien I'll
change bands. If, however, there is still goodagt then
I'll change my run frequency and try it again fowlaile.
Here again, what you do depends upon many othtarfac

At this point, | want to simply share some of timead
responses that | have gotten. | could go on athisisubject
for quite a bit more, but frankly, | am running afttime to
get this done. I'd rather get something out thaiit quite
ready than to not get it out at all. So, withautlier
babbling on my part, here are a few tips from sofribe
best....

Added in 2005

During many years of operating in ARRL SS contéstsre
on CW than phone), | have only used packet radetione
to help in looking for SS multipliers. (I thinkahwas the
first year of the SMC "blitz" when the first SMQudl victory
happened.) | have made "clean sweeps" many timgSi
contests in past years via tuning the bands, uS&. Here
isthetip...

For many years | have kept a history of the more-ra
ARRL / RAC sections worked from my logs of past&@®-
tests. After every contest, | generate a string-file from
my computerized log and import the data into an EKC
spreadsheet file. | then sort the data in vareags. (I do
this for all contests worked.)

For SS multipliers history, | sort the EXCEL daita by
section, band, date / UTC, and call. After sortimg file, |
remove the "common" sections -- leaving just theevware

ones. For the SS contests, each year | add newtaltie
sections-worked history file. |then keep a mthversion of
the cumulative file, by the operating position, feference
during the SS contest. As the contest progressesisult
the printed report to determine where to look fighler prob-
abilities of finding needed sections -- by band,GJand call
sign. In the past, this technique has worked feeluse in
both single-op and multi-op SS activities.

Gary, KOMMS

| was taught to start off on the highest band shaten,
which is usually 15. | personally have never hezhgrate
CQing on 10 or 15 from the Midwest, it typicallyoand 70,
which is good, but not great. S&Ping might be adjthing
to do for the first hour or two. Some good rates be had
S&Ping. In fact, | just might end up doing thaCGiQing
doesn’t give me the kind of rate that I'm lookiragy f

Our strong bands here are 40 and 80. | alwaysispast of
my time CQing on those bands starting on 40 an bosp
before sunset, maybe earlier, maybe later. Heglends on
how conditions are. 20 is good, but we can't ggthig rates
going on that band like we can on 40 and 80, goufre
going to CQ, I'd suggest to concentrate on thoselba S&P
is good on all bands, but | think you will haveteetuck
S&Ping on the high bands and CQing on the low bands

In 1996 or 97, | had 950 Qs on 80 meters aloneSiB. S

If you're going to operate all 24 hours, then digdily take
your off time on the second day. Stay in the cliairthe
first 12 hours — no question about it. The rateday 2 is
never as good as it is the first day. Any ratevab70 is
pretty good on day 1 and you generally get ratd slbw
that on the second day.

Believe it or not, probably the best SS antenna yba can
have is a simple 40m dipole at 35'. If you dorétve one,
and you can put one up, I'd highly suggest it!

The bottom line in this contest is to just work ‘amd work
'em as fast as you can.

Paul, KOPG

First off time is generally about 2-3AM local. riytto keep
my butt in the chair until then-maybe just 1 sh@tmin)
break to snack, make coffee and go potty. Thesrsirt to
drop off then. Most of the casual ops are in bBdaiqight in
W6) and you've worked most of the hard-core opesaaly.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Start on the band most likely to yield high ratdsis is a
rate contest. If you work more than a few hours) will

work most of the mults. This means 20 or 40. dally
stay on that band 3-4 hours. With low spots, sté20. It
will die with sunset 2-3 hours into the test. Withspots
20 will be open all night, so | may start on 40.

| move when the rate begins to drop. With high eow
expect rates 80-90. Low power 70-80, and QRP 5€bof
initially. 1 am aggressive when | do SS QRP. Il €9 at
least 50% of the time.

| expect to make about 60% of my QSOs the firshdars.
This means about 600-650 hi power, 450-550 low ppwe
and 350-400 QRP. 5. The rates will slow the sdcba
hours. | sleep about 4 hours. | get back on aBo&v
local. This is 8 AM eastern time. A lot of casoals will
be on Sunday morning and afternoon.
reasonable rates until late in the afternoon, pasily
CQing. You will probably have a spurt early Sundey
as you pick up casual ops on before church, chanes
football on the tube. The rate will slow drastigafter
dark Sunday, probably half or less than your ihigée. A
second radio would be handy here to S & P on anothe
band. 6. A lot of the mults are luck unless yse packet.
| generally find the Caribbean mults on 15 in theraoon
or 40 in the late evening. VY1JA generally finde on 40
or 20 - he has called me nearly every time I'vekedrhim
- he doesn't like pileups, so he does a lot of B.& think
everyone has their personal nemeses for misseds.mp
Mine are VE4 and VEL in spite of the fact thesetieas
are usually fairly active. One year | missed SOM!don't
seem to have trouble with VY1, KP2, and KP4.

t

I've won the WI section Hi power, Lo Power and QRP,
and the Central Division QRP. The key to scorirgjliwn
this contest is to keep your butt in the chair (#i¢
accurate (I won WI Hi power last fall AFTER the log
checking - my error rate was 2.0%, which is faidw),
and keep a signal on the air - even QRP - see abbve
general you will have much better rates CQing tBa% P.
| generally start to S&P when my rate drops. S8IP until
| find a new good place to CQ. You can make gadds
S & P early in the test when all the big guns afging,
and later on Sunday when many new ops are ongupe
who had to work Saturday, etc., and they CQ to nmate

Good luck

Jim WI9WI

Yea, there are tons of things about SS! Whethean
come up with them coherently is another thing!

(Continued from page 6)

day.”, or how old his Drakes and heath KW’s areheil
he would get on in November and whip my butt. \Well
am afraid | have him figured out now.

As an example, | list here common K9KM pre-SS psych
out statements, and their translations. Please tios
knowledge came after years of first hand experience

Howie: “I'm getting too old for SS. You young guys
don't fall asleep on Sunday. | just can’t do thig/ more.”

Translation: | have much more experience than you. |
have never fallen asleep on Sunday and never wiid
I'm gonna whoop your ass.

Howie: “l haven't turned my Drakes on for months. |
thing my Heathkit amps have soft tubes. My rotemiv
turn any more. | can’'tdo SS, no way.”

You can expect

Translation: The Drakes are ready. The amps are ready.
| just put up a low dipole on 40 for working 8'sch@’s.
And I’'m gonna whoop your ass.

Howie: “My neighbors are gonna complain about TVI. |
gotta go watch my kid play soccer. | can't opewdieng
the Bears game.”

Translation: | get along great with my neighbors. They
know every November to expect one weekend of MyI.
wife will watch my son play soccer. to hell witie Bears.
And I’'m gonna whoop your ass.

Howie, when asked if he uses two radios simultaneously
in SS: “No, | just keep one on 40 and switch banwith

the other one. You gotta have a backup when yeuQis
lines.”

Translation: Of course | use two radios at the same time
you dummy. Boy am | gonna whoop your ass.

Now Howie, being the master, will never admit thee
is true. Otherwise, he would lose his status asithster.

What do YOU need to do to become a “Psychologicgl B
Gun?” Well, you first have to be a reasonable estet.
Next, establish a “Honest, good guy” reputationty 1o
develop an innocent face, especially when talkingther
contesters.  After acquiring these skills, followet
example of the master.

Be aware, you must also use these skills during the
contest. This is especially important on phonegnviiou

run into your competition and he asks that inev#ab
guestion, “How's it going?” Here are the rulesdboey

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

when this happens:

1. ALWAYS get his score first.

2. Evaluate his score. Is it real? Is he hond3tes he
know the tricks of Psychological Contesting?

3. Give him your score, after adjustment for maximu

psychological damage. This is a learned skill.

There was a guy at my college station whose iddairof
was to listen around in SS about 8 hours into theest,
find the highest serial number, add 50, and stannf
there. Damaging to say the least.

Then there are the post-contest brain games. Tdw n
popular here is jockeying for position so you ddmve
to give your score first. The next is how mugc
“Estimation” you can make to change your score in
desired direction. Post-contest Psychological estittg

consists of upgrading or downgrading your scote,

depending on the effect your wish to have on yo
opponent. Thus the name”Liar's Net” for those po
contest gatherings on 3830.

Please note that Psychological Contesting does
include altering your logs, fudging off times, ugpiitlegal
power, or any other “Post-contest log modificatidns
That's called cheating.

the best Psychological Contesters are those yoerneé
know are doing it. Are your one of these types@ ybu
desire to be? If so, please stay away from meatfdeast
a month before every contest, because the beshsef
against those psychological masters is “Trust
competitor before, during, or after the event.”

+ + %

by Dan, N9XX

Not every Midwest Contester has a "contest-clatios
at their disposal. Many of us are rather statig
challenged: we may not have a second radio, a-di
tional antenna, a tower, or even tall trees fronictvhio
string wires. Lack of an amplifier or RFI issuesaym
force us to run with a lower power. Kids, spousestk
and other elements of Real Life sometimes takeepre
dence over our hobbies. Guest-operating at a rbe
equipped station may not be an option due to family
work demands.

The ARRL Sweepstakes is a contest where a contegter
a relatively disadvantaged station can run up &ypgood

score just by making the effort to put in 18 to 2durs.

SMC really needs your points, and even with a mosies

tion, you maximize your contribution by choosinguyamn/

off times with a little care. Even a 24 hour opiemareally

isn't as grueling as it sounds, especially in $8u have to
take at least six hours off somewhere, in 30-minoite
greater blocks, but when?

Common wisdom suggests starting with the pack @021
and keep plugging away with whatever methods wa$t b
for you, then take your six hours of off-time ardumid-
night local. Get a good night's sleep, and comek ba-
freshed in the morning. This generally works owetlvior
those who can benefit most from the traditionalhkigte
periods at the start of the contest. But in theyegoing,
the disadvantaged participant may find themselwsging
h up against heavy QRM, deep pileups, with few hdtes
alaunch any kind of a run - the rate tends to sufiethose
initial hours.

]

ur A popular strategy is to open on a less crowdedl barer-
st haps you started on 15 or 20 in the past; condi@eryou'll
find lots of fellow SMCers in the early hours. Afterna-
tive and quite contrarian approach that | have uséd
Nogood success in the past is to actually take tisé tfivo or
three hours as off-time, starting the contest adt@ryone
else has had a running start. Then, work the sbat late
as you can, especially if you can stay up past-igitron
80 meters to work the thinning herd. You may fyadirself
V working some very nice high-rate run periods dutingse
wee hours. If you can get by on a little sleepetanother
three or four hours here to refresh yourself, dmhttry to

E work the rest of the contest for as long as you can
N0

Which strategy you choose may depend on band donslit
at the time of the contest. Take some time inhiber be-

fore 2100 Saturday, or perhaps 24 hours ahead eifiwbu

plan to start, to study conditions on all open BandPut

your emphasis on the bands where you think care siaka

decent run spot - you'll generally have a better @SS by
running than searching/pouncing.

And don't sweat the multipliers. It's nice to try get a
N- sweep, but don't spend large amounts of time tryimg
€ break through a nasty pileup on that VY1 or KL7%.ydu
stake out a nice clear run frequency on 40m lathéneve-
ning when the band has gone a little long, you joayfind
yourself on the receiving end of a call from onetludse

C sometimes rare mults.
tte

L

The Black Hole page 10



(Continued from page 9)

Hmm.
From the Black Hole too...

40 Meters rules. It is the A Number One Band foe t
SMC. If you have another radio and no sophistitat¢
switching, you could do no wrong by simply leavitiat
rig on 40 all the time. Always watch 40. If theopagation
stays short through the night that is where yowkhbe
with only brief forays to 80. When | say shortmean
working E - W8s, 3s, and the rest of the East CoHsgou
can't work Philadelphia you should be on 80. l#endas
been good for SS from the Black Hole. There aceftav
guys here in SS that are workable in our normal sknge.
20 is always better. That being said, a seconib reah be
used well for 15 S&P and the occasional CQ. Keemind
that the second radio (which may be only on 40 wi#t 40
m dipole) can be used here as well with no antehaages.
The 40M antenna will work fine.

The use of two radios is both important and funSi&
nowadays. | am bored stiff without it. It doesake much
but is worth a whole lot. Searching for the finallt or two
is the challenge of SS. Try to know ahead of tinfesre
and when to look for the VE8/VY1 and KL7, and th¢
Caribbean. Then use the second radio to find thiedon't
recommend stopping the CQ freq to go look for ofie p
these mults.

QRP and low power guys can be very successful GQing
especially on 40 during the day. | am constarmtbking for

those guys on the second radio. The key is to GQ

someplace where they can be heard. That means d¥OT|
20 during the start or 40 at 6 PM when the wholentty is
there.

How's that for a start?
Dave, NN1N

L
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SMC Stuff

SMC Clip-on Badge
by NV5A

The SMC logo appears at the top-center
of the badge in black and white. Your

call sign, first name and city & state

appear in dark blue. The SMC name
badge as shown with the slot & strap
with swivel alligator clip, but there are

other choices.

Price: $14.50 (includes s&h).

Order now fromThe SignMan

Visit his full color web page to see other

‘ KC9FD

SOCIETY OF MIDWEST

Club badges can be obtained by sending a check for
$5.50 to:

Ph: 414-228-8654
Fax: 414-228-8655

Midwest Engraving
6657 N. Sidney Place
Glendale, WI 53209

Be sure to note that it is for a “Black Hole” badge

items you can get with the SMC Logo: and please allow a couple weeks for delivery.

www.thesignman.com/color/

SMC Shirts

SMC short-sleeve Polo shirts
are available in two styles:
white shirt with “SMC” in
black and “name and call” in
blue lettering as shown below,
or red shirt with black
lettering. The cost is $20,
including shipping. You can
email your orders to
AD9P@swbell.net (Al) or
NOUXQ@swbell.net (Sandy)

reservation but can be cancelled if need be. Aeyzare

Continued f 1 . .
(Continued from page 1) to be the Dayton cruise director for the SMC?

Speaking of plagues, we will be sponsoring SS @adn
both the Central and Midwest Divisions. In the Caln
Class A and B, both modes. In the Midwest, Class
both modes. The Board felt that an expansioncduie a
plague or two in the Midwest was warranted to redzey
our members in Missouri and lowa and their contrdiu
to the SMC's club score. The SMC also sponsors |t
SOAB CQWW Zone 4 Plaque.

That's all for now. Get on and be active. SS, ARBO
and 10m have been some of our stronger contestisitin
competition let's keep that going.

Back to net........
he

Mike/aj9c

Get on and get ya some wood courtesy of the SMC!

One last piece of business. As announced lastgstite
current group of hams that organize and man thetdbay
suite have stepped down. To date no one has stegp®
the plate to organize or man the suite.

The reward for your efforts is a room free of cleagy the
mecca for social activities in Dayton. To dateddn't
think anyone has paid anything out of pocket fqremses.
So if you normally spend your time downtown at suie
this may be a good opportunity. The suite is aityeon
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1 Member/New Member Informatlon}(
Update Form

Name:

Call:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please send updates to:

Zig Markowski - KMOM
50 E. Eureka Drive
Lemont, IL 60439-3970

The Society of Midwest Contesters
Brian Maves, K9QQ

1322 Engle Creek Dr.

O’Fallon, IL 62269

FIRST CLASS MAIL

L
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