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PROCESSED SPEECH FROM THE PRESIDENT

Here is thefirst “real” newsletter of the Society. As promised, it contains lots of dope of
interest tocontesters, as wellas information for the I11inois S0 pariy and e logsheet for
the NCJ sprint.

The Society s up to 51 members as of the printing of The Black Hole, an excellent response
from the contesters of the tri-state aree. We have a very even disiributionof members over
the wisconsin and |11inois areas that the club covers. Apparently the Hoosier Contest Clubis
going full blastin the Indianepolis area, so we don't have many members down that way. |
hope we will be able to join together for a few contest efforts this yeer. Based on our
distribution of members, we will have of fall meetings at the Peoria hamfest September 22
and at the Greyslake “Radio Expo” hamfest on September 28.

B? the time you get this we should be affiliated with the ARRL. This i due toan excellent
effort by our ARRL assistant director, K9KM; and the ARRL Central divisiondirector, W9PRN..
It turned out that when | filed foraffiliation, the next meeting of the ARRL executive
committee, whichvotes clubs intoaffiliation, wasonly a week away. Howleand Edmade a
few calls to insure quick pracassm%of ourapplication, and the result is we will be
affillated for the 55. Thanks to both in helping us out.

Don't forget about the 75 meter net we have on Monday nights at 7:00P.M. local central time
on 3856 KHZ +-2 KHZ. The net 18 slowly getiing bigger, and consists of alol of gabbing about
upcoming contests, stations, etc. Jump in wheneveryou cen and get to know each other, and
let everyone know how the last contest went.

A rather sad note to report 13 the ARRL has voted toeliminate the ARRL G50 parties. These
were rether popular 10 hour domestic contests held twice ayear, the remainsof theold CD
parties. | have no idea why they were cancelled, but a rather interesting note is K1KI, New
England director for the ARRL, seconded the motion to eliminate thecontest. KiKiis a
rather active contester, so | suspect there ig alot of unknown veriables in thismove. The
cancellation of the QS0 parties 1eave the 55, Field Day, and the Sprints as the only
nationwide domestic conteststhet are "'muitipleband.”

The Septemberissue of QST contains a rather good articleon contesting in general,
including & box explaining the drive behind big guns. It alsohes a rather well done box
dividing up all the major contests bymonth. Check it out.

As a new club, one of the biggest tasks we have shead of us {s making our name known and
respected throughout the country. We cande this through sprint teams and our performance
in club competition. | would like to set two goals for this contest season in order to bring
us Lo instant “big contest club” status. The first ig to submit more than 50 entries in the 55
for the Society. By doing this we will appear “out of the blue” in the UNLIMITED catagory -
an impressive move, to say the leest. This will require all those eligible for ARRL club
competition to submit their logs, no matterhow meny contacts you make, inorder forus to



accomplish this. The second goal is to WIN the club competitionin the CQ magazine 160
meter contests held In Januery. As amidwestclub, a 160 contest Is ebout theonly contest
we have a shot at decent propagation compared to those in the east and west. Wehave the
firepower and numbers with our membership to pull it off. Soget those 160 verliciesan
beverages ready...Let’s winit. Upcoming issues of the newsletter will focus on those
cuntes%s thatera forthcoming...

The NC.J sprints are almost here - see the article for details. We will iry to enter at 1east
one team for phone and cw. Both OST and CQ have screwed up the date in some manner - this
may be a big chance for our sprint teams to place high as everyone else may be confused.
Make sure to note the CORRECT dates - September 8 and 15 GMT - and get on for the sprints.

Attached 1s a rule sheet and entry form for the new (11inois QS0 party. The OSO partg has
been revised to e new 7 hour format, similar the the immensely populer Wisconsin Q50 party.
This is a great way to do super rates, no matier what type of station youheve. We will not
enter the club competition for the Q50perty, and | encourage those of youscettered
throughout I11inois toenter withyour clubor “team" to get somegood intra-11linois
competition going. If I11inois supports this QSO perty as wisconsin hes i1ts own,it willbe s
sure seven hours of bediam and fun... join inand make 1t a success.

If you know of enyone olse who would lke to become @ member, bring tham along toone of
the fall meetings to join or heve them sendme three bucks with theiraddress and if or not
they are and ARRL member. The best way to heve a club grow Is by word of mouth.

Please try and make one of the meeting described elsewhere inthenewsletter, especlallyif
you live outside the 50 mile circle so we are all eligible the the S5 and ARRL DX club

competition.
73, Gteve NASD

THE NCJ SPRINTS de ACSC

The NCJ sprints are held each September and February. The Netional Contest Journel
sponsars a CW anda Phone sprint, both four hours. The September CW sprint 1s Sept 8
0000-0359 2 (Saturdey, Sept 7 1ocal) and tha phone {2 Sept 15 0000-0359 2 (Saturday, Sept
14 1ocel). Please note %hess are CONFIRMED DATES as found iniwo issues of the NCJ-—- both
CQand QST screwed up the dates. Thiscontesl sponsers "team” competition, consistin%or
10 stations per team. About the onlyquelification in team competition 1¢ e teem must be
registersd before the contest begins. |will be acting as sprint team coordinator. The
Soctety will sponser teams for both the CW and Phone sprints. To get on & teemfor the
Soclety, just do oneof thefollowing:

1. Get on the Mondey night net and let it be known you wish to be one teem

2. Call Mike Taylor, ACSC, at 312-260-9208 (home) or 3 12-576-3289 (work) two or
more days befors ths sprint

For the CW sprint, youwill need tocall as thisnewsletter will probablyerrive just before
the two dey deedline. Rules for the sprint cen be found in QST or CQ. A copy of a 1og shest
appeers et the end of the newsletter.

It l{w have never done a sprint before, don't fee! pressurad toget on a team. Plsase do tryto
make & few QS0's ineach sprint, though, to get a feel for the contest. The sprints are the
only contest with a “QSY" rule, which says you mey work only one station by soliciting. This
prevents the guns from hoggin? frequency, and can takea litile while io get usedto.
thisgives the contest e special "rhythm.”

Dur future sprint teams will be divided up based on past scores submitted for the Society, in
order togive us one "competitive” team, Thig should provide incentive to move “up tothe
first team,” etc. Glve the sprints o try, they are alot of fun.

FALL MEETINGS

There will be two meetings in the month of September for the Society of Midwest
Contesters, bothat heamfests. We are required tohave four inperson mestings a yearto
participate in ARRL club competition. If you live outside S0 miles of club center, you MUST
attend one of the meetings onthe next page in order to be eligible for the SSor ARRL DX
contest. To see if youare outside SO miles, check the membershiplist or your mailing label



for one of the following codes:

LE - "Local Eligible” - You ere ingide 50 miles and are not required to attend a meeting
to be eligible for ARRL contasts.

DN - “Distant Non-eligible™ - You are outside 50 miles of club center and should attend
one of the meetings to become eligible for ARRL contests.

DE - “Distant Eligible” - You are outside SO miles end are currently eligible for club
competition in ARRL contests {nobody yel as we have not had & meeting).

Dates and locations of themestings:

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 - PEORIA SUPERFEST - 12:00 NOON

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 - GREYSLAKE "RADIO EXPO"HAMFEST - 1:00 P.M.
In both cases, NASD and company will have a car set up with adisplay and poster statin
exactly where the meeting will be heldon the hamfest grounds. We will alscannounce the
location of the meeting over the PA, if possible. The meetings have been get at hamfests to
tru and meke themas sccessable as possible for the entire membership. The meetings will
congist of introductions, talk of Society goals end ambitions for theupcoming season, and

possibly a short progrem. You can feel free ta sit in for as much or little as you lke, but
please stop and signin so youare eligible, 1 necessary, for ARRL clubcompetition.

TREASURY REPORT as of 8/31/85
Dues collected as of 8/31 $153.00

Postage -§ 3850
Mailing labels -$ 4.00
Newsletter supplies -§ 861
End belance $101.89

A REVIEW OF THE KANSAS CITY CONTEST KEYER de NASD

As part of the decisions in assembling a station, a choice had to be made on a contest keyer.
Among the factors are cost and performance, as vell as reliability. About thistime |
observed the Kangas CityContest Ka?erthat Doug, WOWI, won at Dayton 1984 forplacing
first in the Kensas CityDX Club CW pile up conlest. | then purchased a unit for myself.

Externally, the keyer 15 quite smalland consists of a speed control and & 16 digit keyped as
1/0. The beck has positiveand negative keyinginputs, a 8- |16 vots power supply input {a plug
-1n wall supply ie included), a DIN plug for paddie input and external memory buttons, ande
wing nut forgrounding {imporiant).

Upon power up, the keyer functions normally with the speed at 20 WPM. what sats the KC
keyer apart from the rest is the ability to“nest” commands in memory, along with Cw. There
are 14memories and 15 “commands” accessable from the keypad. A command 1s accessedby
first hitting™*" and then the commend number. Commands are:

. Auto - Automatic charactor spacing on/off

. Speed - To set with keli.;pnd. Wherever speed is sat in WPM will be where speed is now
adjustabie with the pot (nice).

. Rate - Makes possible sending fasterletiers at a slower speed from memory
. Peus - Insert pause of X% in tenths of seconds

. Weait - Wail for paddle insert

1 weig— Adjust weight

. Load - Load memory X

. Merg - Merge memory x withy

. Tune - Key transmitter until a paddle 12 hit, etc.

. Tone - Change sidetone fraquencl};‘

. Rev - Reverse paddie {left/right hended)

Out - Turn output torig on or off

. WPM - Send present speed inCW

. Apnd - Add to the end of a memo

. Decrement or increment the serial number counter

ATNTPOOMALAOUITHRW N —



Most of the commends canbe stored in @ memory with the CW - making 11 possible to do an
almosti limilless number of tmnas with the keyer. Takethe SS as anexample. Along with
loading the normal CQ SS's and QkZ, one canhave a memory that does the exchenge with
serial number. Other memories could be dovoted to: aten second tuneup button, buttons
that automatically change to e presei speed so one does not need to diddle with the speed
know, abutton to decrement the serial numberor increment the serial number. One of my
favorites whenusing the keyer for serial number contests i3 to have a memory that turns off
the output keyingcircuit, turns on the sidetone, decrememts the serial number, send the
sarial number, and then reverses the above process. The end result: a memory that sends
your next serial number with the sidetone and not on the air,and then returns thekeyer to
normal use. This type of “memory commend” 1S tupicel of the keyer, indicativeof its
versatility. Otheruses arelooping CQ's, etc.

Electrically, | heve had no problem keying either positive keying rigsor Drake lines. The
keyer can be sensitive topower line glitches, however; anda battery back up (availableas an
ap‘iJion) would be a good idea forreliability. | have heardof others having slight RF
problems, bit | have experienced none as 1ong as the keuer s grounded to the supplied
groundingpost on theback.

Although capable of almost anything desired, i1 ig very simple to learn to use. A
comprenhensivemanual with examples is Included, as wellas e periodicmeiling describing

any updates and info for the keyer.

The drawbacks? The on/off switchis the fully counter-clockwise positionof the speed
knob, and in the heat of a contest | have shut the keyer off when trying toreduce speed, and
dumped the all the memories. Also after aboul a year, the labels on the keyped describing
functions are starting topeel off.

If you ere anactive CW contester, the KC keyer is the ultimate C¥ machine. TheKC keyer {s
available for $199.95 from Lance Johnson Engineering, P.0. Box 7363, Kansas City MOG4116.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

A"*" indicatesanevent involvingdirect Society of Midwest Contesters participation
A1l dates are “local time”

* Ceplember? NCJSprintCw

* September 14 NCJ Sprint Phone

* September22 Societymeeting - Peoria Superfest

* September 28 Societymeeting - Greysleke "Radio Expo™ Hamfest
October 6 INinois QS0 Party

* October 25-27 COwW DX Contest Phone

* November 2-3 SSCWw

* November 16-17 SSPhone

* November22-24 COWW CW {note thizig NOT Thenksgiving weekend)
December 7-8 ARRL 160 Meter Contest
December 14-15 ARRL 10Meter Contest

OTHER ITEMS FOR POSSIBLE CONSUMPTION

Quite a few comments have been recieved on the awaerds program, concerning catagories etc.
The catagories will be finialized after the fall meetings, to ellow for greatest input. There
is talk of a possible "Quarter million point™ award for combined 5SS scores and a “Half million
point award” for combined DX contest scores. Let the officersknow your feelings.

Gery Schwartz, K9GS, 1s offering his services as anoperator forany contest. His address
appears inthe membershiplist.

Material from The Black Hole may be reproduced providing proper credit is given to TheBlack
Hole and the author.

Copiesof log sheets and summary sheats for upcoming contests will appeerin future issues
as well...please note the intent of these shests ars originels for your ownreproduction, so
thers maybe different materiei on the back side.



80 METER DX ANTENNA de K9RS

This 80 meter DX anlenna in verious forms hasperformed well at KSRS. Originally the tower
was only 35 feet tall but even then the antanna performed well enough to work 110
countries in four months. The capacitance value and wirelength cen be jockeyed to
resonance. increasingaithsr or both decrsases frequency and vice-versa. Try touse about
300 or 400 pf though Tor best match to a SO ohm 1ine. Even small fixed silvermice
capacitors have been used successfully but transmit type "doorknobs” etc. are preferable, or
use a vartable for sasy tuning and phone to CW change. A180 use as many radials as possible.
I liks to lay them down on the ground just before 11 snows.

~ LENGTH APPROX. 75 FT.

WITH SOOPF CAPACITOR
8 O INSUL ATOR

STRING

CAPACITOR AND/OR LENGTH
CAN BE ADJUSTED FOR RESCMNANCE

—30701 PF
e 50 70 1000

| -

S0 OHM FEEDLINE K9RS



“T'fve Domnmtestdt HRouwunmncdtetasaibol e
Conducted by Bary Sutcliffe WXT

The Contest Roundtable is a forum for the discussion of contest techniques, stategies,
and equipment of interest to radio contesters. It is hoped that by sharing some of these
ideas we all can become better contesters.

1n each issue of The Black Hole, the Contest Roundtable will ask a gquestion on a
particular aspect of contesting. Readers can send their comments to me and I will list,
tabulate or somehow put put them into a form which 1 hope will be interesting and
entertaining, The results of the question of the issue will be published in the next Black
Hole.

Some possible topics for future columns include: When do you take your breaks in 887
How do you decide what band to be on in a DX contest? What type of dupe sheet do you use?
Do you think contests should include the WARC bands? Other than the rig, amp and antennas,
what station accessories do you find helpful in a contest?

Your ideas on subjects are welcome. I will pick subjects bassd on ysur incut as well
as subjects pertaining to a particular upcoming contest.

In order to make this column work, I will need your comments each issue. Most of us
find it difficult to sit down and write a long letter or an article, so I am going to make it
as easy as possible for you. Just cut out the bottom portion of each column, check a few
boxes and jot down your comments. You don't have to write page after page (unless you want
to); a few sentences will do. Finally don't forget to mail it in.

Since some suggestions may apply only to big gun stations and some are more appropriate
to smaller stations, I will try to categorize responses accordingly. To make it easier, one
of the boxes to check off with your response will be your station class as defined in the
awards program of the society. 0f course technigues for classes other than that of your
station will be welcome. Techniques you used while in the process of building your station
or learned as a guest operator at a super-station will be of interest. Hopefully each
installment of The Contest Roundtable will contain at least one new idea that you can try in
the next contest.

That covers the basic format of The Contest Roundtable. Remember that I need your
responses to make this an interesting column. Be sure to send me your comments soon after
you receive your copy of The Black Hole to ensure that they make it to print in the next
issue.

This brings me to the topic for the next column: Athletes don’'t wait until the day of
the big meet to get into shape. What about contesters? The fall contest season is several
months away. How do you keep your contest skills sharp during the off season? Let us know
your answer.

—— -

Send to: Gary Sutcliffe HWIXT Your Call
Rte | Box 196
Neosho, Wis, 353859

Your station «class: ____ Class 3 ( <(28@W, no beam); Class 2 ( <288 W, unlimited

antennas) __Class 1 ( >280 W, small tribander, no 40/B2 beams); _ Unlimited
tanything legal)

What would you like future columns to cover?

Next topic: How do you keep your contest skills sharp during the off season?



